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THE TIMELESS BEAUTY  
OF EUROPE’S HIDDEN GEM

Discover why Rouen stands as a captivating 
destination, rivalling Europe’s most enchanting 
cities. This Norman capital is more than just a 
stopover; it’s a vibrant tapestry of history, art, and 
beauty that deserves a special place on any travel 
itinerary.

Rouen, the capital of Normandy, stands as a 
treasure of exceptional heritage, boasting one of 
the highest densities of listed buildings in France. 
Recognized as a beacon of European history and 
culture, Rouen’s eclectic architectural allure reflects 
its pivotal role in shaping the continent’s past. Its 
well-preserved old town, with narrow cobblestone 
streets and iconic half-timbered houses, showcases 
a legacy that resonates on a global scale. Beyond 
its historical significance, Rouen thrives with the 
vibrant energy of its residents, artists, influencers, 
and entrepreneurs, creating a dynamic and uniquely 
French atmosphere that solidifies its place as a 
world-class destination.

The city’s rich blend of ancient treasures and 
contemporary creativity is evident in its museums, 
including the esteemed Fine Arts Museum, 
internationally recognized for its artistic legacy 
and for its vast Impressionist collection that 
highlights Rouen’s significant impact on art history.

Destination Rouen

Rouen’s culinary scene, steeped in Norman 
traditions and infused with modern innovations, 
offers a feast for both the palate and the soul.  
From gastronomical festivals, local delicacies  
to Michelin-starred dining, the city’s gastronomic 
offerings reflect its deep cultural roots.

In essence, Rouen is not just another European 
city; it’s a destination where every stone whisper 
tales of a glorious past, while embracing a vibrant 
present, and looking forward to a progressing future. 
Its unique heritage, artistic legacy, and Norman 
charm make it a must-visit destination, standing 
proudly among Europe’s most celebrated cities.

Let’s discover Rouen together!
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Why choose Rouen?

• Cultural enrichment awaits tourists with visits  
to Rouen’s 15 museums, such as the Fine Arts 
Museum and Joan of Arc History Museum.  
They can enjoy guided visits of the historic streets 
lined with half-timbered houses and immerse 
themselves in the vibrant local culture.

• Rouen not only shines in the spring and summer, 
but its charm also extends throughout the year. 
The city’s Christmas market and winter events 
create a magical atmosphere during the cooler 
months, offering opportunities to develop attractive 
off-season itineraries.

• By incorporating Rouen into itineraries,
you can capitalize on its exclusive geographical
and cultural assets, driving higher 
satisfaction and increased time spent in the city.

• The potential for collaboration with the tourism
board and its 400 local business partners,  
further amplifies the economic benefits, creating  
a synergistic relationship that fosters mutual 
growth and innovation.

• Rouen’s dedication to sustainability aligns perfectly 
with the values of today’s discerning travellers.  
By choosing Rouen, you offer a voyage that  
is both enriching and eco-conscious, ensuring  
the preservation of our cultural and natural heritage 
for future generations.

Rouen’s combination of historical depth, cultural richness,  
and modern amenities provides a comprehensive experience  
that rivals many destinations while offering a particularly intimate 
and personalized touch.
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1

2
EXPERIENCE: 
UNVEIL JOAN OF 
ARC’S LEGACY AND 
RELIVE HER
FINAL HOURS
The spirit of the iconic 
Joan of Arc, burnt on the 
stake in 1431, lives on in 
Rouen and her legacy can 
still be seen through key 
landmarks. Follow in her 
footsteps exploring the city 
center and visit the Historial 
Jeanne d’Arc, her trial site 
turned into an immersive 
and interactive museum 
to learn about her heroic 
life and how a young girl 
changed the destiny  
of a whole country.

3
REWIND: READY 
FOR A TIME TRAVEL 
EXPERIENCE  
IN ROUEN?
From its Viking origins to its 
glorious medieval past and 
beyond, the former capital 
of the Duchy of Normandy 
is an open-air museum 
offering an eclectic mix of 
culture and history. Turn back 
time with the big clock and 
rewind centuries of history, 
art, nature, crafts, industry, 
gastronomy, …

ADMIRE:  AN 
OUTSTANDING 
ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE
The first thing that  
will strike you is  
the numerous Gothic  
and Renaissance 
architectural  
masterpieces, like the 
Cathedral, the Parliament  
of Normandy, the town 
houses of the classical 
period and the picturesque 
facades of the half-timbered 
houses lining the ancient 
pedestrian cobblestoned 
streets and passages.  
A city with over fifthy major 
historic monuments and  
its museum collections 
which are seen as among 
the richest in France.
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DELVE:  
THE FASCINATION 
FOR MANY 
CELEBRITIES
Rouen Metropolis is the 
keeper of a timeless mystery 
and beauty situated on the 
legendary road of the Abbeys. 
It has fascinated painters, 
writers and travellers alike. 
Not to mention the legacy 
left by; Joan of Arc, Corneille, 
Hugo, Flaubert, Maupassant, 
Monet, Lichtenstein, Leblanc, 
Duchamp and many more, 
who have made its name a 
byword for undoubted global 
awareness and heritage.

4
IMMERSE:  
THE INSPIRATION 
OF IMPRESSIONIST  
MASTERS
Comparable to a giant 
outdoor art studio, painting 
masters such as Monet, 
Pissarro, Gauguin or Sisley 
have been drawn to Rouen 
by the ever-changing light. 
To delve deep into this 
fascinating art movement, 
explore the real life 
landscapes that inspired 
them in the city, then visit 
the Fine Arts Museum to 
admire famous masterpieces 
in the largest collection of 
Impressionist art in France 
outside of Paris.

TASTE: INDULGE  
IN A FOOD CULTURE 
RECOGNISED  
BY UNESCO
Normandy’s undisputed 
foodie capital is the 
first city in France to be 
awarded “UNESCO City of 
Gastronomy” for its culinary 
heritage and innovation in 
gastronomy. From the farms 
and orchards of the Seine 
Valley to the city’s markets 
and restaurants, soak up the 
unique way of life reflected 
in a food culture embracing 
history, excellence and 
sustainability with locally 
produced ingredients and 
regional specialties.

65
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BREEZE: NATURAL 
WONDERS IN AND 
OUTSIDE THE CITY
Nature has carved her own 
gallery of towering cliffs, 
scenic pastures, and verdant 
orchards. Hiking trails and 
la Seine à Vélo cycling route 
present the opportunity to 
enjoy assorted landscapes, 
abundant wildlife, and rich 
culture. In the network 
of woodlands and green 
spaces spread across 
Rouen metropolitan area, 
three forests were awarded 
the national label “Forêt 
d’Exception®” by the National 
Forestry Office.

AWANDER  
AND GET LOST
Experience Rouen’s 
authentic and vibrant 
heartbeat. The city is the 
largest open air commercial 
marketplace in France. 
An hour away from Paris, 
Rouen and the Seine Valley 
are brimming with some 
of the best shopping in 
France, with more than 
3000 shops and boutiques. 
Come and discover our 
unique historic pedestrian 
open air center. Rouen 
with its medieval labyrinth, 
where the city’s most 
beautiful half-timbered 
houses huddle together, 
bargain hunters and art 
lovers will find their  
heart’s desire. Situated 
 in the historic heart  
of the city, this 
constellation of 
professionals in the
restoration of art
works and merchants
is a pleasant and
elegant way to go
travelling in time…

9

ENTER: PUSH  
THE DOOR OF  
THE MUSEUMS
Enjoy the best of Rouen’s 
culture completely free! 
Plenty of the world-class  
museums and galleries  
in the city offer a free 
access to their permanent 
collections. A great way  
to learn about a variety  
of topics!

7

PULSATE: A 
GLIMPSE INTO THE 
CITY’S INDUSTRIAL 
PAST AND PRESENT
In the 19th century, Rouen 
was a busy clothing 
manufacturing hub.  
The textile industry shaped 
the landscapes, and its 
continuing legacy can 
be seen today. Maritime 
commerce is known to have 
been important in Rouen’s 
history for almost two 
thousand years! Nowadays, 
the port of Rouen is the 
leading cereal exporting 
port in Europe with a 
storage capacity of more 
than a million tons.

10

8
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Experience  
a timeless heritage

HISTORY: A CITY STEEPED  
IN HEROISM
Rouen’s historical narrative, from the Viking Rollo 
to the valour of Joan of Arc, provides a compelling 
backdrop for an immersive travel experience. 
This city invites your guests to traverse its ancient 
streets, where each corner reveals tales of legendary 
heroes and artistic milestones. Rouen offers visitors 
an enriching journey through time, enhancing  
the overall value of their experience.

CULINARY EXCELLENCE: UNESCO 
CREATIVE CITY OF GASTRONOMY 
As a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy,  
Rouen promises an extraordinary culinary adventure 
that transcends mere dining. This unique selling 
proposition ensures that tourists partake in 
a gastronomic experience that nourishes both body 
and soul, leaving them with lasting memories.  
The city’s culinary distinction can be leveraged
as a key marketing point, attracting food enthusiasts
for exceptional experiences. 

With 2,000 years of history, the capital of Normandy is one of 
France’s finest and most beautiful historic cities. A land of inspiration 
for many artists, a heaven of greenery and natural wonders,  
a UNESCO acclaimed culinary capital showcasing, a rich mercantile 
and industrial heritage…
Rouen has it all! Welcome to a city of wonder. 
Imagine a destination where history and modernity converge, 
offering a unique blend of cultural richness and economic potential. 
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ART: A TAPESTRY OF CREATIVE  
BRILLIANCE
Rouen’s vibrant art scene, from its Gothic cathedral 
that inspired Claude Monet to its contemporary 
galleries, offers a dynamic and multifaceted cultural 
experience. This artistic heritage can be marketed as 
a unique selling proposition, appealing to travellers 
with a penchant for art and culture. Each visit 
to Rouen provides fresh inspiration and deepens 
appreciation for artistic excellence.

NATURE: SERENITY AMIDST  
HISTORIC SPLENDOUR
The serene natural beauty of Rouen, with its 
picturesque Seine River, forests and lush parks, 
offers a tranquil escape amidst historical grandeur. 
This harmony between nature and history presents 
a unique and rejuvenating experience for travellers 
seeking both relaxation and adventure.

INNOVATION: BRIDGING HERITAGE 
AND FUTURE
Rouen’s commitment to sustainability and modern 
infrastructure positions it as a forward-thinking 
destination that honours its past while embracing 
the future. This progressive spirit aligns with the 
growing consumer demand for sustainable travel 
options, making Rouen an attractive destination for 
environmentally conscious travellers. Investing in 
partnerships with Rouen can enhance your brand’s 
image as a leader in sustainable tourism, driving 
new customer acquisition and loyalty.
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Tourism  
and sustainability
Rouen has been working towards becoming a smart 
city by integrating technology to enhance the visitor 
experience while promoting sustainable practices. 
The city has improved its public transportation 
network, including the introduction of electric 
buses, to reduce the carbon footprint of both locals 
and tourists. Rouen encourages local hotels and 
accommodations to obtain green certifications and 
has invested in sustainable mobility options such 
as bike-sharing programs, inner-city cycle ways and 
pedestrian-friendly zones.

The city makes efforts to preserve and promote its 
cultural and historical heritage sustainably, and has 
implemented effective waste management systems, 
and collaborates with local stakeholders to develop 
sustainable tourism strategies.

Rouen’s tourism board actively encourages tourists 
to support local businesses that follow sustainable 
practices by promoting the use of local products 
and services. The transition from paper to digital 
platforms has also been warmly received by both 
visitors and locals in the city.

Discounts for Low-Carbon Travel Rouen Tourism is 
making significant strides in promoting responsible 
tourism through its innovative low-carbon 
tariff initiative. Visitors arriving via eco-friendly 
transportation methods—such as bicycles, buses, 
or trains—can now enjoy substantial discounts 
on selected experiences. This initiative not only 
incentivizes sustainable travel but also enhances 
accessibility to Rouen’s rich cultural offerings. 

Rouen is a city embracing car-free exploration.
Rouen boasts a centrally located train station, 
providing easy access from numerous cities, 
including Paris. Situated just a short walk from the 
historic centre, travellers can quickly reach their 
accommodations and begin exploring the city’s 
charming pedestrian half-timbered streets, iconic 
monuments, and renowned museums. For those 
arriving by car, convenient parking options are 
available, facilitating seamless exploration of Rouen 
on foot, bike or by public transportation. 

Cyclist’s Paradise: The «Accueil Vélo»  
Advantage Among the many establishments  
in the city, Rouen Tourism proudly holds  
the «Accueil Vélo» (Cyclists Welcome) label, 
highlighting its commitment to bicycle-friendly 
tourism. Cyclists have access to secure bike parking, 
covered storage, and readily available repair kits 
and pumps. Plan your route with ease, knowing that 
electric bike charging points and luggage transfer 
services are available. Explore Rouen’s beauty  
on two wheels with confidence!
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Belbeuf, coteaux de Saint-Adrien
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A pivotal  
economic hub
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A MYTHICAL RIVER  
AND STUNNING FORESTS

12 breathtaking  
viewpoints overlooking  
the River Seine

A THRIVING INDUSTRIAL 
PAST AND PRESENT

1st export port  
for cereals  
in Western Europe

A sea and river  
cruise destination

The Armada
the biggest tall ship  
gathering and maritime  
event in the world

AN OPEN-AIR  
MUSEUM

Over  
2,000  
half-timbered  
houses 

228 
historic buildings listed 
as national monuments 

free  
museums12

ROUEN, A WELCOMING  
AND GOURMET CITY

UNESCO Creative City  
of Gastronomy

+ 3,000 
hotel rooms

650 
restaurants

196 
bars

Making it a vibrant destination  
for food lovers and travellers alike

500km  
of walkind trails

3 woodlands labeled  
“Forêt d’exception”
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METROPOLIS OF ROUEN

71 municipalities  
(cities, towns,  
and villages)

500 000
inhabitants

ROUEN

ELBEUF

JUMIÈGES

DUCLAIR

LA BOUILLE

6 638 km²
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Seamless connections
DISTANCE FROM/TO ROUEN BY CAR

Cities	  Kms 	 Miles  
 
Le Havre	  88 	 55  
Amiens 	 119 	 74  
Caen 	 127 	 79  
Paris 	 134 	 83  
Lille 	 257 	 160  
Reims 	 285 	 177  
Rennes 	 309 	 192  
Bruxelles	  345 	 214  
Londres 	 471 	 293  
Limoges 	 480 	 298  
Amsterdam 	 540 	 336  
Lyon 	 594 	 369  
Strasbourg 	 634 	 394  
Bordeaux 	 656	  408  
Toulouse 	 765 	 475  
Marseille 	 905 	 562  
Barcelone 	 1123 	 698  
Madrid 	 1343 	 835  
Cologne 	 523 	 325  
Francfort 	 720 	 447  
Genève 	 669 	 416  
Norwich 	 539 	 335  
Florence 	 1290 	 802  
Rotterdam 	 480 	 298  
Anvers 	 379 	 235  
Rome 	 1562 	 971

6 638 square m

71 Cities, towns 
and villages

A population of

500,000
inhabitants in Rouen 
Metropolitan area

A LAND OF INSPIRATION

12 free
museums

1st

Impressionnist 
collection
outside the Musée 
d’Orsay in Paris

1 circus theater
building in Elbeuf

1 opera house
« Théâtre lyrique

d’intérêt national »

1 Center
National
Dramatic

from Normandy

1 modern
music 

hall

1 Zenith

AN OPEN-AIR
MUSEUM

2,000
timber-framed 
houses 

228
historical listed 
buildings

67
stars
in the Michelin 
guide

The highest spire 
in France 

151 m
Cathédrale
Notre-Dame

The oldest
Jewish monument
in France

A territory recognized 
for its heritage and art, 
listed as Villes et Pays
d’art et d’histoire

A one-of-a-kind ossuary 
and burial ground 
in Europe:
l’Aître Saint-Maclou

8,50 m
That’s the diameter 
of the rose window 
inside the gothic 
l’abbaye de Saint-Ouen 
Its restoration is 
supported by a major 
fundraising campaign

A THRIVING INDUSTRIAL
PAST AND PRESENT

The Armada
the biggest tall ship 
gathering ans maritme 
event in the world

1st
 export port for 

cereals in western Europe

7 ferry crossing points
over the Seine

1 electro-solar powered
river shu�le

150 years 
of impressionism

5th
 most important 

port of France

CLOSE AND EASY TO REACH
Bruxelles
     5 h

Rouen

Lille
     3 h
     3 h 30

Vers Marseille
     5 h 30

Vers Lyon
     5 h 30
     3 h 45

Paris
     1 h 30
     1 h 15

Rouen has its own airport at Boos 
(10 km away from the city centre) 
for business aviation

Paris Charles de Gaulle is 1 h 45 
minutes by road, entirely on dual 
carriageway trunk roads and motorways

Beauvais-Tillé is an ideal 1 h 30 ride 
away, with flights to and from 
European capitals and North Africa.

Caen-Carpiquet is only 1 h 30 by car 
and operates regional flights to Lyon, 
Marseille, Montpellier, Nice or Toulouse

ROUEN, UNESCO CREATIVE
CITY OF GASTRONOMY

A UNESCO Label
for its Food culture

Réception and seminar venues:

from 10 6,000 seatsto

+ 3,000
Hotels rooms

196
bars

650
restaurants

3rd
place in the national ranking 

of the number of bars 
per inhabitant ratio

A MYTHICAL RIVER, STUNNING FORESTS
AND BREATHTAKING PANORAMAS

3 “maisons des forêts”
to learn about nature 
and forests

3 woodlands labeled
“Forêts d’exception®”
(exceptional forests)

13 listed tree 
specimen labeled
“Arbres remarquables”
(remarkable trees)

12 breathtaking 
panoramas
of the Seine river

of walkind
trails

500 km 100 km
section of the cycling 
route “La Seine à Vélo”
which runs from Paris 
to the Channel

22 500 ha
OF FORESTS

METROPOLIS OF ROUEN

CLOSE AND EASY  
TO REACH
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ROUEN
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LONDON
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ZEEBRUGGE
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BREST

LA ROCHELLE

BORDEAUX

BILBAO

ÉTRETAT

HONFLEUR
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GIVERNY

VERSAILLES

PARIS

CHARLES 
DE  GAULLE 
AÉROPORT

ROUEN
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(10 km away from the city centre) 
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Paris Charles de Gaulle is 1 h 45 
minutes by road, entirely on dual 
carriageway trunk roads and motorways

Beauvais-Tillé is an ideal 1 h 30 ride 
away, with flights to and from 
European capitals and North Africa.

Caen-Carpiquet is only 1 h 30 by car 
and operates regional flights to Lyon, 
Marseille, Montpellier, Nice or Toulouse
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to learn about nature 
and forests

3 woodlands labeled
“Forêts d’exception®”
(exceptional forests)

13 listed tree 
specimen labeled
“Arbres remarquables”
(remarkable trees)
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panoramas
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to the Channel

22 500 ha
OF FORESTS

METROPOLIS OF ROUEN
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Discover  
and explore 
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Architectural  
wonders
GALLO-ROMAN  
AND ROMANESQUE ERAS
Rouen was founded by the Romans as Rotomagus 
in the 1st century. While few visible remains exist 
today, visitors can marvel at the Roman crypt  
of Rouen Cathedral, as well as the foundations  
of a Roman thermae.

GOTHIC GRANDEUR
Rouen is home to a treasure trove of awe-inspiring 
Gothic marvels. The Cathedral, with its 
asymmetrical facade and 64-bell carillon, famously 
painted by Claude Monet. Not to be missed are  
the Church of Saint-Ouen and the Church of  
Saint-Maclou.

TIMELESS TIMBER
Wander the cobbled stoned streets lined with over 
2,000 classed half-timbered houses, some dating 
back to the Middle Ages and Renaissance periods, 
each a living testament to the city’s prosperous past.

RENAISSANCE REVIVAL
Rouen experienced a cultural and economic revival 
during the 16th century, that left an indelible 
mark on the city’s architectural landscape. Rouen’s 
remarkable architecture is a tribute to the city’s 
prosperity and cultural significance during this era 
of enlightenment and artistic expression, like the 
astronomical clock that is set within a Renaissance 
arch and the House of the Exchequer, recognized  
as Rouen’s oldest Renaissance building.

Rouen Cruise Magazine 23
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BAROQUE AND CLASSICAL
Place de la Pucelle neighbourhood, beloved  
by locals, features stunning urban mansions and  
half-timber houses with classical facades that 
surround the square. This charming area is close 
to the Old Market, where you can find a variety 
of vendors selling fresh produce, seafood, and 
local delicacies. The city is also home to numerous 
beautifully preserved private mansions (hôtels 
particuliers), some of which are open to visitors, 
such as the exquisite mansion now hosting  
the must-see Ceramics Museum.

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
The remarkable Gare de Rouen-Rive-Droite, the main 
train station built in 1847, is an excellent example  
of Art Nouveau architecture. This station played  
a significant role in bringing Impressionist masters  
to Rouen by train.

MODERN, CONTEMPORARY, 
AND VISIONARY FUTURE
In Rouen, the ancient and modern coexist in 
harmony. The Grande Pharmacy du Centre, an Art 
Deco building across from Notre-Dame Cathedral, 
reflects bygone eras. The Church of Saint Joan of 
Arc, built in 1979 with bold curves, adds a modern 
touch. Marvels of modern architecture include 
the Gustave Flaubert Bridge and the Metropolis 
Rouen Normandy headquarters, which won the 
2017 American Architecture Prize for Institutional 
Design. These structures showcase the city’s blend 
of history and futuristic vision.
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THE VIKINGS
The Vikings, known for their seafaring prowess 
and fierce raids, left a lasting mark on Rouen. 
Viking chieftains, including the legendary Rollo, 
besieged the city. Rollo later became the first ruler 
of Normandy, establishing a powerful Norse legacy 
in the region. Another Viking warrior who left an 
enduring legacy was Olaf Haraldsson of Norway, 
who was baptised in the cathedral. Returning to 
Norway, he ascended to the throne as King Olaf 
II, credited with bringing the Christian faith to his 
homeland and later canonized as Saint Olaf.

A land of legends
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR
William the Conqueror had a deep connection to 
Rouen, which served as the capital of his Norman 
duchy. In July 1087, after being wounded in battle, 
William was brought back to Rouen to the priory 
of Saint-Gervais, which had been converted into 
a ducal residence. It was there that he spent his 
final days and passed away on September 9, 1087. 
Visitors can visit the remnants of the priory and learn 
about its history.

RICHARD THE LIONHEART
Richard the Lionheart embalmed heart was interred 
in Rouen Cathedral after his death in 1199. The heart 
was placed in a lead box and buried beneath a tomb 
bearing his effigy, with the inscription “Here lies the 
heart of Richard, King of England” in Latin. Today, 
visitors can still see the tomb of Richard I’s heart in 
Rouen Cathedral.
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THE IMPRESSIONIST OF ROUEN
Rouen played a vital role in the development of 
Impressionism. Renowned artists like Claude Monet, 
Camille Pissarro, Alfred Sisley, and Paul Gauguin 
drew inspiration from the city’s landscapes and its 
iconic cathedral, capturing these elements in works 
that explore the effects of light and colour. Many 
notable Impressionists, such as Pierre-Auguste 
Renoir and Berthe Morisot, also painted scenes 
of Rouen and the Seine, contributing to the rich 
artistic legacy of the area. The Fine Arts Museum of 
Rouen houses several of these masterpieces, that 
underscores Rouen’s importance as a central hub 
for the Impressionist movement, highlighting its 
enduring impact on art history.

JOAN OF ARC
Joan of Arc, the brave French heroine and martyr, 
is closely associated with Rouen. After being 
captured by the English, she was handed over to 
an ecclesiastical court and tried and executed in 
Rouen in 1431. The Historial Jeanne d’Arc, Joan 
of Arc Tower, and themed guided tours offer an 
immersive experience that provides visitors with 
detailed insights into Joan of Arc’s life, her trial, 
and her enduring legacy. Additionally, these tours 
include elements of medieval life and feature a 
unique medieval dining experience with a Joan of 
Arc theme. Visitors can explore how Joan’s image 
has evolved over the centuries, with displays of 
various objects and artworks inspired by her. These 
experiences offer a comprehensive understanding of 
Joan of Arc’s life and her deep connection to Rouen, 
making the city a significant destination for those 
interested in her story.



General view of Rouen, Claude Monet, 1892 

Rouen, museum of Fine Arts
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NOTRE DAME OF ROUEN
The Cathedral of Rouen, a stunning example of 
Flamboyant Gothic architecture, embodies profound 
themes of death and spirituality. Constructed 
between the 12th and 16th-centuries, it houses the 
tombs of Norman dukes and French monarchs, 
linking the living with the dead. Its intricate facade 
and towering spires inspire awe and contemplation 
of the divine. The cathedral’s magnificent stained-
glass windows depict biblical scenes, reflecting 
medieval Christian beliefs in resurrection and eternal 
life, emphasizing the spiritual journey from earthly 
existence to the afterlife.

JOAN OF ARC CHURCH
The church was built on the site where Joan of 
Arc was executed in 1431. It features modernist 
architecture with sweeping curves symbolizing 
flames and Viking ships. Inside, it houses magnificent 
16th-century stained-glass windows, depicting 
biblical scenes. This unique blend of history and 
modern design offers a powerful tribute to Joan of 
Arc, making it a must-see guided visit for history and 
architecture enthusiasts.

Spiritual sanctuaries

RADIANT ST-OUEN ABBEY
This immense 14th-century Gothic masterpiece 
astounds with soaring vaulted ceilings, lantern 
tower, and exquisite stained-glass windows, 
bathes the interior in jewel-toned light. Don’t miss 
exclusive experiences like candlelight tours evoking 
the abbey’s centuries of history or private organ 
concerts on the magnificent 1890 Cavaillé-Coll 
organ, one of France’s best known.
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SAINT-MACLOU ATRIUM
The Aître Saint-Maclou is an historic ossuary from 
the 16th-century, symbolizing death and spirituality. 
Originally a mass graveyard during the Black Death, 
it features macabre carvings of skulls, crossbones, 
and grave-digging tools, reminding visitors of life’s 
transience. This site evolved into a spiritual symbol 
of the journey from life to death and the hope of 
resurrection, reflecting medieval Christian beliefs in 
redemption and eternal life, where death is viewed 
as a passage to the afterlife.

MAISON SUBLIME
The Maison Sublime, located near the Notre 
Dame Cathedral, is a significant medieval Jewish 
structure from the 12th-century. It represents an 
important part of the Jewish presence in Rouen 
during the Middle Ages, adding a rich layer to the 
city’s diverse religious history. This site provides 
a unique glimpse into the Jewish heritage and its 
contributions to Rouen’s historical tapestry

ROUEN ABBEY TRAIL
Embark on a spiritual odyssey along the hallowed 
Norman Abbey Trail, a journey that begins in the 
storied city of Rouen. From the ancient St. Ouen’s 
Abbey, marvel at Jumièges’ haunting ruins, bask 
in Saint-Georges de Boscherville’s harmonious 
beauty, and immerse yourself in Saint-Wandrille’s 
living legacy, where chants echo and monastic beer 
flows, embracing the region’s spiritual tapestry.
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Land of artistic greats
IMPRESSIONIST CAPITAL
Impressionism was born in Le Havre, but Rouen 
became its nurturing ground, gathering artists who 
were key figures in this world-renowned movement. 
The city provided a rich source of inspiration for 
dreamers and artists alike, drawn to its vibrant and 
unique spirit. Claude Monet was deeply influenced 
by Rouen’s charm, which fuelled his creativity. 
His iconic series of paintings depicting the Rouen 
Cathedral, capturing the variations in light and 
atmosphere, are a testament to the city’s significant 
impact on Impressionist art.

ROUEN’S LITERARY MUSES
Rouen has long been a muse for literary greats,  
its enchanting atmosphere and artistic spirit igniting 
creative genius. Gustave Flaubert, the author 
of “Madame Bovary” was born here and drew 
inspiration from the city’s vibrant culture and unique 
character. Playwright Pierre Corneille, a Rouen 
native, penned French classics like “Le Cid”. The city 
captivated Victor Hugo, whose poetic descriptions 
immortalized Rouen’s Gothic splendour in works 
like “Les Misérables” and Notre-Dame de Paris”. 
Mystery writer Maurice Leblanc found inspiration for 
“Arsène Lupin” here. Contemporary novelist Michel 
Bussi continues this tradition, weaving Rouen’s 
essence into bestselling narratives. 

ART GALLERIES
The city showcases diverse forms of art, including 
street art, photography, and public installations. 
Galleries feature works from movements such 
as Abstract Expressionism, Feminist Art, and 
Environmental Art, highlighting both local and 
international talent. This dynamic environment 
fosters creative expression, making Rouen  
a vital hub for artists and art enthusiasts alike.

MODERN ART IN MUSEUMS
A notable highlight is the Matmut Contemporary 
Art Centre that hosts four temporary exhibitions 
annually, featuring both emerging and established 
artists. Its expansive 15-acre park features thematic 
gardens and monumental sculptures, enhancing the 
cultural experience in the region. Equally, the Musée 
des Beaux-Art is renowned for its Impressionist 
works, but the museum also features more recent 
artistic movements and contemporary pieces.

STREET ART  
AND PUBLIC INSTALLATIONS
Rouen has embraced street art and public 
installations, with contemporary artists expressing 
themselves throughout the city. These works add 
a modern flair to the historic cityscape, creating 
an intriguing contrast of old and new. visitors and 
residents alike. A highlight for those wanting to 
discover current art by foot.
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A delicious UNESCO 
creative city
UNESCO CREATIVE CITY  
OF GASTRONOMY
Rouen’s culinary excellence has garnered it the 
prestigious title of a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy, in 2021. This designation highlights 
Rouen’s rich gastronomic heritage and its dedication 
to preserving and promoting culinary traditions. 
From local farms to renowned restaurants, the city 
celebrates its regional bounty and the artistry of its 
chefs in every meal.

NORMANDY’S GASTRONOMIC  
FESTIVAL
Rouen is celebrated as the gastronomic capital of 
Normandy, a region famed for its cider, cheese, and 
scallops. The city’s culinary scene is a vibrant mix 
of traditional and innovative flavours, reflecting the 
Norman bocage’s produce, the Seine Valley’s fruits, 
and the rich butter from nearby farms. Each October, 
Rouen honours its culinary heritage with the “Rouen 
à Table!” (Taste of Rouen!), a family-friendly festival 
that showcases the city’s gastronomic pride.
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HISTORIC FLAVOURS
Rouen’s gastronomy is deeply connected to its 
historical monuments. Visitors can enjoy a drink 
in the lively Place du Vieux-Marché or embark on 
gourmet tours that reveal the secrets of renowned 
chefs. These experiences allow visitors to savour the 
city’s rich culinary heritage in historic settings.

HANDS-ON GOURMET EXPERIENCES
Rouen offers immersive culinary experiences through 
guided tours and workshops. Visitors can explore 
the city’s gastronomic history, participate in cheese 
and wine parings, and attend workshops at the 
renowned Fauchon school of gastronomy in the 
city. These activities provide a deeper understanding 
of Rouen’s celebrated culinary traditions and 
innovative chefs.

CYCLE THE FRUIT ROUTE
The Fruit Route offers a picturesque journey through 
the Seine Valley’s agricultural heartland, just 18 km 
from Rouen. This route features colourful orchards 
where apples, pears, and cherries thrive. Visitors 
can pick fresh fruit and engage with local farmers, 
experiencing the authentic flavours and aromas of 
our fertile lands, or simply just have a picnic in this 
picturesque setting.

CHEESE AND CIDERY TOURS
Normandy is famous for its apples and cheese. 
Visitors can tour the region’s fruit orchards and 
cheese makers, learning about cider and cheese-
making from passionate producers. These tours 
often include tastings of local produce like 
Camembert, Neufchatel, Cider and Apple Brandy.
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Nature and leasure
GARDENS
Rouen’s Botanical Garden and other gardens like 
Angelique’s Garden and The Agapanthus Garden 
offer tranquil escapes, with events like the famous 
“Graines de Jardin” (Garden Grain) gardening 
festival, celebrating the region’s horticultural 
heritage in early summer.

HIKING ROUTES
Hiking Trails in Normandie, Rouen and the Seine 
Valley offers a wide array of hiking routes that cater 
to different skill levels and interests. There are 
over 3,000 km that traverse various landscapes in 
popular areas that crosses the villages of La Bouille 
and Jumièges.

BIKE ROUTES
Rouen is also a paradise for cyclists, with “La Seine 
à Vélo” route, that offers a scenic and enriching 
experience along the Seine River, stretching from 
Paris to the sea. In the Rouen metropolitan area 
alone, this route spans 110 kilometres, traversing 
28 communes and providing cyclists with a diversity 
of landscapes and cultural landmarks. The route 
not only promotes tourism but also emphasizes 
sustainable transportation and local economic 
development.
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EXCEPTIONAL FORESTS
The forests making up about a third of the 
metropolitan area in and around Rouen are a 
significant and cherished part of the region, 
contributing to its identity and environmental 
quality. These forests, have been awarded the 
prestigious “Forêt d’Exception®” label, recognizing 
their exceptional biodiversity, scenic beauty, and 
historical significance.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
Rouen and its surroundings offer a plethora of 
outdoor activities, with natural playgrounds that are 
perfect for horse riding, archery, water sports with 
areas like Jumièges and Bédanne offering multi-
sport recreation.

GOLFING
Golfing in Rouen offers enthusiasts picturesque and 
challenging courses nestled in serene environments. 
The Golf de Rouen Mont-Saint-Aignan, located just 
5 kilometres from the city centre, is a centennial 
course surrounded by a beautiful forest, ideal for 
both leisure and competitive play. Another notable 
18-hole course is the Garden Golf Rouen la Forêt 
Verte, situated 20 minutes from Rouen.
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Historic and modern 
industry
FROM IRON TO STAINED GLASS
Rouen is a city where craftsmanship creates marvels, 
a place where the work of the hand and the wonder 
of the eye converge. Rouen’s know-how has given 
rise to an incredible wrought-iron museum, and 
stained-glass collections that adorn monuments 
across the city. These iconic sites are a testament to 
the enduring legacy of Rouen’s artisanal traditions, 
where stained glass and jewellery making 
workshops are very popular.

CERAMICS AND EARTHENWARE
Rouen’s rich history in this art is particularly 
noteworthy, with its faience pottery standing  
out as a symbol of the city’s artistic excellence.  
The production of faience in Rouen began  
in the 16th century and flourished, making the city 
a significant centre for this craftmanship in France. 

The Ceramics Museum showcases an extensive 
collection of these masterpieces, and the tradition 
continues to inspire contemporary artists, ensuring 
that Rouen remains at the forefront of ceramic 
artistry, with pottery classes and workshops.

APPLE CANDY STICKS
Discover the enchanting “Sucre de Rouen”,  
a beloved local confection with a rich history dating  
back to the 16th century. This apple-sugar candy 
stick was once believed to possess medicinal 
properties for soothing sore throats and melancholy. 
Visitors can witness the meticulous hand-made 
production process, where a team of dedicated 
artisans transforms a hot sugar mixture into  
the famous cylindrical sweets. By savouring this 
delightful confection, tourists not only indulge 
in a taste of Normandy’s culinary heritage but 
also support a meaningful social enterprise that 
empowers individuals with disabilities.
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THE PORT OF ROUEN
Discover the vibrant Port of Rouen, a bustling 
maritime hub that seamlessly blends history with 
modern industry. As Europe’s leading grain exporting 
port, Rouen’s harbour offers a unique glimpse into 
the heart of international trade. Visitors can embark 
on a captivating 1.5-hour boat tour along the Seine, 
witnessing the port’s impressive infrastructure. 

TEXTILE PRODUCTION
Rouen and its neighbouring town, Elbeuf, boast 
a distinguished history in textile production, 
particularly noted for their wool and cloth industries. 
Elbeuf, located just a short distance from Rouen, 
was one of the principal centres for woollen 
cloth manufacturing in France from the Middle 
Ages through the 19th century. The quality of the 
textiles produced here was renowned throughout 
Europe, supplying fine woollen fabrics to the most 
prestigious clients, including the French royal court. 
This industrial heritage is preserved in various 
museums and historical sites, showcasing the 
innovative techniques and machinery that powered 
their textile mills.
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Unequalled  
Rouen collections
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
This fine arts museum houses an exceptional 
collection of paintings, sculptures, and drawings 
from the 15th to the 21st century, including major 
works by Impressionist greats.

JOAN OF ARC HISTORIAL
Located in the Archbishop’s Palace, this interactive 
museum tells the story of Joan of Arc through 
multimedia presentations and historical artifacts.

GROS HORLOGE
While the Big Clock is a renowned astronomical 
clock and monument, it also houses a unique 
feature – a museum dedicated to this very clock! 
This museum offers a rare glimpse into the history 
and intricate workings of one of the few remaining 
working astronomical clocks in the world.

MUSEUM OF CERAMICS
Showcasing Rouen’s rich ceramic heritage, this 
museum displays an impressive collection of faience 
and porcelain from the 16th to the 18th centuries.

THE MUSEUM OF IRON ARTS,  
LE SECQ DES TOURNELLES
Housed in a former church, this unique museum 
boasts the world’s largest collection of wrought 
ironwork, featuring over 12,000 pieces from  
the Middle Ages to the 20th century.

FLAUBERT MUSEUM  
AND THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE
Located in the house where Gustave Flaubert was 
born, this museum offers insights into the author’s 
life and the history of medicine.

PIERRE CORNEILLE MUSEUM
Dedicated to the famous French playwright Pierre 
Corneille, this museum is set in his childhood home 
and provides a glimpse into 17th-century life in 
Rouen.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF EDUCATION
Dedicated to the history of education in France, this 
museum features a vast collection of educational 
materials, textbooks, and school furniture.

INDUSTRIAL MUSEUM  
OF THE VALLOIS ROPE FACTORY
Set in a 19th century rope-making factory, preserves 
the industrial heritage of Rouen, showcasing cotton-
spinning machinery and workers’ living conditions.

THE KNOWLEDGE FACTORY
This museum, housed in a former wool factory, 
presents a modern scenography of Rouen’s textile 
heritage, with restored machinery and extensive 
archives.

MARITIME, RIVER  
AND PORT MUSEUM
Exploring Rouen’s maritime history, this museum 
showcases the city’s role as a major port and  
its connection to the Seine River.
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IMPRESSIONIST-INSPIRED CUISINE
Explore the culinary world inspired by the 
Impressionist masters. This theme could include 
dining experiences at historical inns with menus 
based on Claude Monet’s recipe books, offering 
dishes that reflect the vibrant and naturalistic style 
of Impressionist art.

NORMAN GASTRONOMY
Celebrate the rich culinary heritage of Normandy, 
featuring local specialties such as cheese, apple 
cider, or seafood. Highlight traditional Norman 
dishes like Tarte Tatin, Mussel Mariniere, and Rouen 
Duck, emphasizing the region’s agricultural bounty 
and coastal influences.

MEDIEVAL FEASTS
Dive into the historical roots of Rouen with a 
theme cantered around medieval cuisine. This 
could involve recreating feasts that might have 
been served in the grand châteaux and abbeys 
of the region, using recipes and ingredients from 
the Middle Ages to create an authentic dining 
experience.

NORMANDY’S GASTRONOMIC 
FESTIVAL
Rouen is celebrated as the gastronomic capital  
of Normandy, a region famed for its cider, cheese, 
and scallops. The city’s culinary scene is a vibrant  
mix of traditional and innovative flavours, reflecting 
the Norman bocage’s produce, the Seine Valley’s 
fruits, and the rich butter from nearby farms.  
Each October, Rouen honours its culinary heritage 
with the “Rouen à Table!” (Taste of Rouen!),  
a family-friendly festival that showcases the city’s 
gastronomic pride.

JULIA CHILD MENU
Rouen is to France what Florence is to Italy:  
the cradle of art and the capital of cuisine.  
Rouen ignited Julia Child’s culinary passion, when 
she first arrived in France and enjoyed her first 
meal at a legendary local restaurant. Today, the 
menu has been replicated for anyone wishing to be 
transported back to one of Julia’s fondest French 
memories.

FAUCHON SCHOOL WORKSHOP
Rouen offers immersive culinary experiences through 
guided tours and workshops. Passengers can 
explore the city’s gastronomic history, participate  
in cheese and wine parings, and attend workshops 
at the prestigious Fauchon School of Expertise. 
These activities provide a deeper understanding of 
Rouen’s celebrated culinary traditions and innovative 
chefs.

The food scene
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Rouen, Normandy’s capital, transforms into a 
captivating nocturnal wonderland. This historic 
city offers an enchanting blend of illuminated 
architecture, vibrant nightlife, and cultural 
experiences after dark.

ILLUMINATED LANDMARKS
As night falls, Rouen’s iconic structures come 
to life with ethereal lighting. The majestic 
Rouen Cathedral stands tall, its intricate details 
accentuated by soft illumination. The Gros Horloge, 
on the city’s oldest pedestrian street, gleams with 
its golden face against the night sky.

NIGHTTIME EXPLORATION
Embark on a leisurely stroll along the Seine River, 
where the illuminated cityscape reflects on the 
water’s surface, creating a magical ambiance. 
Wander through the old town’s charming streets, 
admiring the half-timbered houses and hidden 
courtyards bathed in moonlight.

VIBRANT NIGHTLIFE
Rouen boasts a lively nightlife scene with numerous 
bars and pubs. The city offers an array of options, 
from traditional French bistros to trendy cocktail 
bars and cozy Irish pubs. For those seeking more 
energetic entertainment, Rouen provides a selection 
of nightclubs and live music venues.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCES
Rouen’s cultural scene thrives at night, with theaters 
and concert halls hosting performances year-round. 
Visitors can enjoy plays, operas, classical music 
concerts, or contemporary dance performances7.

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS
Throughout the year, Rouen hosts a vibrant tapestry 
of festivals and events that electrify the city’s 
nocturnal landscape. From light shows and open-air 
concerts to gastronomic celebrations and cultural 
extravaganzas, Rouen ensures that every evening 
promises a unique and exhilarating experience.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Rouen’s hotel scene is evolving, with iconic 
landmarks being transformed into luxurious 
accommodations. Notable additions include a Hyatt 
Place in the former teacher training school and a 
Novotel/Adagio Aparthotel in the Art Deco-styled 
former Palais des Consuls. These establishments 
offer unique views of the Seine River or panoramic 
vistas of Rouen’s rooftops and spires. To explore  
the vibrant evening scene in Rouen, visiterouen.com 
offers a comprehensive guide to the city’s nocturnal 
entertainment. The website provides a complete and 
up-to-date agenda of evening activities that cater 
to every taste and preference.

The Rouen nightlife
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Exploring majestic 
châteaux and abbeys

CHÂTEAU OF ROBERT THE DEVIL
The Château Robert le Diable, also known as the 
Castle of Robert the Devil, is located in Moulineaux, 
just 20 minutes from Rouen. Its name comes from 
the legendary figure of Robert the Devil, a character 
from a 12th-century legend. Historically, the castle 
was built during the 11th and 12th centuries, 
strategically located on a hill overlooking the Seine 
River. While its name is linked to the legend, there’s 
no direct evidence connecting Robert the Devil to 
its construction. King Richard the Lionheart stayed 
there, but it was later destroyed and rebuilt  
multiple times throughout history, notably during  
the Hundred Years’ War.

Today, the ruins of the Château Robert le Diable 
offer visitors a glimpse into medieval Normandy and 
the enduring power of its legends with exploration 
games, guided tours, and events.

ABBEY OF SAINT-GEORGES  
DE BOSCHERVILLE
Nestled nearby Jumièges, this former Benedictine 
abbey, dating back to around 1113, showcases fine 
late Romanesque architecture. Its well-preserved 
12th-century church and, particularly, its restored 
17th-century Maurist gardens offer a captivating 
glimpse into monastic life. Today, the Abbey of 
Saint-Georges de Boscherville offers a captivating 
glimpse into both the spiritual and practical aspects 
of monastic life through its architecture and its meti-
culously maintained gardens. 

JUMIÈGES ABBEY
These impressive ruins, dubbed « the most beautiful 
in France » by Victor Hugo, stand as a powerful 
reminder of Norman history and Romanesque 
architecture. Founded in the 7th century, this once 
influential Benedictine abbey on the Seine River still 
evokes grandeur with its towering skeletal remains.
Surrounded by peaceful gardens and centuries-old 
trees, Jumièges Abbey offers a unique atmosphere 
of serenity and contemplation.
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Remembering  
our war heroes
TALLIS CHÂTEAU IN DUCLAIR
A World War II history enthusiast and owner  
of the chateau, has established the “August 44: 
Hell on the Seine” Museum, situated 25 km from 
Rouen. This museum recounts the tragic events 
that unfolded in the region in August 1944, when 
the Allies attempted to liberate the Seine Valley. 
Visitors can discover a rich collection of objects, 
uniforms, weapons, and vehicles from that era, 
as well as poignant testimonies from civilians 
and soldiers who endured these terrible battles. 
The chateau is equally available for evenings and 
events.

SAINT-SEVER CEMETERY IN ROUEN
A significant site for WWI and WWII burials.
It contains 3,082 Commonwealth burials from
the First World War and an adjoining extension with
8,348 more, including 328 from WWII. Established
due to the large number of hospitals in Rouen during
both wars. It serves as a poignant reminder of
the sacrifices made during these conflicts.

Cimetière Saint-Sever
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Rouen: a hidden gem  
on river and ocean 
cruise itineraries
When it comes to cruise destinations, picturesque 
Rouen often remains a hidden gem. Located on 
the Seine River it offers breathtaking views and 
picturesque landscapes, making it a delightful 
destination for cruises. As you sail along the serene 
waters of the Seine, you will be treated to an 
ever-changing panorama of lush greenery, colour, 
and sights. Rouen’s strategic location allows for a 
variety of shore excursions. Popular cruise review 
websites like Cruise Critic, TripAdvisor, and Cruise 
Mates provide detailed accounts of passengers’ 
experiences, highlighting Rouen is a charming city, 
which offers a rich history, stunning architecture, 
and scenic views of the Seine River. Many cruise 
passengers enjoy visiting Rouen’s Gothic cathedral, 

the astronomical clock, and the old market square 
where Joan of Arc was burned at the stake.  
Some also take excursions to nearby attractions  
such as Monet’s house and gardens in Giverny,  
Paris, Versailles, or the D-Day landing beaches.
Rouen has received many positive reviews and is  
one of the top destinations chosen by thousands  
of passengers who appreciate its beauty, culture, 
and hospitality.
In conclusion, Rouen’s rich history, stunning 
riverfront, delectable cuisine, and diverse  
shore excursions make it an increasingly popular 
destination for river and ocean cruises. So, set sail 
for Rouen, and let this hidden gem reveal  
its treasures to you.



52 Press pack

Iconic year-round  
festivities
MONUMENTAL FOREST
“La Forêt Monumentale” is an innovative and 
immersive land art exhibition set in a forest near 
Rouen. Running from June 2024 to September 
2026, features 13 monumental artworks along a 
4-kilometer trail, designed to blend seamlessly with 
the natural surroundings and inspire contemplation 
about the relationship between humans and nature.

THE JOAN OF ARC HISTORIAL  
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS!
Launch Event: March 15th
To celebrate this milestone, the Joan of Arc 
Historial unveils a year of bold, surprising, and 
deeply committed programming. Like Joan of Arc,  
a symbol of courage and justice, the team will offer 
a series of highlights throughout the year, reflecting 
the values that have driven the Historial since  
its founding – values that are even stronger today. 
More accessible than ever, discover the Historial  
in a new light!
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GARDEN GRAINS
“Graines de Jardin” transformes Rouen into a 
verdant paradise. Gardens bloom with vibrant 
flowers, workshops inspire green thumbs, and nature 
lovers revel in the beauty and tranquillity of this 
horticultural festival in May.

EXPOSITION SO OLD, SO DESIGN : 
L’ART DE VIVRE À LA FRANÇAISE  
VU PAR LES DESIGNER MAXIME OLD
27 juin 2025 – 5 janvier 2026
Dans les années 1960, le décorateur Maxime Old  
est chargé d’aménager l’hôtel de ville et la halle  
aux Toiles de Rouen. Influencé par le Bauhaus,  
l’Art Déco et l’Union des Artistes Modernes,  
Maxime Old est prié d’apporter un peu de confort  
et de modernité à l’hôtel de ville, dont l’intérieur  
est resté inchangé depuis la fin du XIXe. Il réalisera 
là l’un de ses décors les plus spectaculaires, pour 
lequel, entre la commande et l’inauguration, trois 
années de travaux furent nécessaires. Découvrez 
l’influence de cet acteur phare du mobilier d’art !

VIVA CITÉ
June 27th, 28th & 29th

Viva Cité electrifies Rouen with the biggest 
European celebration of street arts. Performers 
from around the globe showcase their talents  
in theatre, music, and dance, turning the city into  
a vibrant cultural stage every year.

THE VIKINGS ARE BACK
June 28th & 29th

Jumièges Abbey, a jewel of Norman heritage  
and one of France’s most beautiful ruins, will host  
an immersive journey into the heart of Viking history, 
a period that profoundly shaped Normandy.
Experience a Viking encampment, witness thrilling 
medieval knight fights, participate in interactive 
workshops for all ages, and explore a medieval 
market brimming with local artisans and exciting 
activities like axe throwing.
Prepare to be amazed by a spectacular falconry 
display and indulge in a grand festive banquet.  
The day will conclude with a breathtaking sound  
and light show that will bring history to life against 
the majestic backdrop of the abbey walls.
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LA SOLITAIRE DU FIGARO  
PARTIRA DE ROUEN EN 2024
Du 30 août au 5 septembre
Rouen accueille pour la 2e année consécutive le 
village, ses animations, ses skippers et les dizaines 
de bateaux engagés de la célèbre course avant une 
descente de Seine des voiliers jusqu’au Havre. Tout 
au long de la semaine, des animations gratuites sur 
les quais, avec des baptêmes de voile, des séances 
de dédicaces des skippers, et un Grand Départ de 
la course très suivi. Cette grande fête nautique vient 
célébrer le fleuve !

CATHEDRAL LIGHT  
AND SOUND SHOW
Every summer, Rouen Cathedral’s façade 
transforms into a mesmerizing free light and sound 
show at nightfall. Themes vary, celebrating history 
and art, with stunning projections and music, 
captivating thousands of spectators nightly,  
from June to September.

TOUR DE FRANCE 
ROUEN, VILLE D’ARRIVÉE  
DE L’ÉTAPE AMIENS – ROUEN
Le 8 juillet
Lors de la 4e étape, le Tour de France reliera Amiens 
à Rouen en traversant les boucles de la Seine et 
offrant nos côtes mythiques aux coureurs. Rendez-
vous à Rouen pour l’arrivée de la célèbre course. 
Une occasion de se réunir autour de cet événement 
mondial et de mettre en lumière notre territoire !
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TASTE OF ROUEN! FESTIVAL
The “Rouen à Table!” in October, tantalizes taste 
buds with a culinary extravaganza. Local producers 
and chefs present gourmet delights, from cheeses 
to pastries, celebrating the historic Norman city’s 
rich gastronomic heritage.

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Rouen’s Christmas Market, “Rouen Givrée” 
sparkles with festive cheer. Wooden chalets offer 
handcrafted gifts, seasonal treats, and mulled wine, 
while twinkling lights and holiday music create a 
magical winter wonderland in the heart of the city 
throughout December.

ROUEN’S ARMADA
Majestic tall ships from around the world sail into 
Rouen’s port, transforming the Seine into a floating 
museum. Spectacular parades, fireworks, and 
maritime festivities captivate millions of visitors 
during the free Armada event. The next Armada of 
Rouen will take place from Thursday 17 June to 
Sunday 27 June, 2027

You want to know the 
other events going on?
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Testimonials
Rouen is not just a destination; it’s an emotional 
journey. The stories of heroism, the taste of 
exquisite cuisine, and the sight of architectural 
splendour create a deeply moving experience 
that resonates with travellers long after their visit 
as these testimonials demonstrate.

The Telegraph Travel – “France’s scandalously 
underrated capital of gastronomy.”

The Times – “Normandy, to me, says camembert, 
cider — and Joan of Arc. Rouen, naturally, has all of 
these in abundance. What it also has is cool cafés, 
vintage furniture and bric-a-brac shops, modern 
museums and streets bursting with buzzy bistros.”

Daily Mail – “we found ourselves in the old market 
square, enjoying the impression of Rouen as it 
was in medieval times. Narrow, twisting streets 
provide vistas of half-timbered houses looking like a 
Hollywood set for a Robin Hood film. Real history in 
this capital of Normandy is never far away.”

Fodor’s Top places to go in Europe in 2024 – “One 
of France’s best-kept secrets, Rouen mixes all the 
vitality of a modern city with a rich historic and 
cultural scene on the picturesque banks of the Seine 
River.”

Condé Nast Traveler – “In Rouen, we walked to 
Notre Dame cathedral (famously immortalized 
by Monet) and the centuries-old, half-timbered 
buildings of Old Town, which made us both feel as if 
we’d regressed to Medieval times.”

Lonely Planet – “With its soaring Gothic cathedral, 
beautifully restored medieval quarter, imposing 
ancient churches, excellent museums and vibrant 
cultural life, Rouen is one of Normandy’s most 
engaging and historically rich destinations.”

Travel Awaits by Richard Nahem – “Rouen is where 
you want to spend your time to take in the history, 
architecture, historic sites and buildings, boutiques, 
and restaurants.”

Rick Steves’ Europe – “This 2,000-year-old city 
mixes Gothic architecture, half-timbered houses, 
and contemporary bustle like no other place in 
France.”

CruiseCritic passenger – “I loved Rouen! Beautiful 
town we could easily navigate and stroll around. 
After days of guided tours, it was nice to do this!”
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The New York Times - “Most recently,  
The New York Times has included Rouen in its list  
of 52 destinations to visit in 2024, further cementing 
its status as a noteworthy travel location.”
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Our network
MÉTROPOLE ROUEN NORMANDIE
The Métropole Rouen Normandie, a metropolitan 
area encompassing 71 communes, including the city 
of Rouen. The Métropole actively collaborates with 
HAROPA PORT and other stakeholders to develop 
innovative projects and foster economic growth 
and sustainable development in the region.

LOCAL PARTNERS AND INFLUENCERS
At Rouen Tourisme, we take great pride in our 
collaboration with over 400 local partners, 
including retailers, restaurateurs, accommodation 
providers, and museums. This synergy allows us 
to effectively promote and develop tourism in our 
beautiful city of Rouen and the surrounding region.

Our partnership network plays a crucial role 
in enhancing the overall tourism experience, 
particularly for cruise visitors. By working closely 
with local businesses and influencers, we can offer a 
more authentic and immersive experience for guests, 
showcasing the rich culture, history, and gastronomy 
of our region.

Through our partnerships, we can organize exclusive 
experiences and events for visitors, such as guided 
tours, culinary experiences, and cultural events. 
These unique offerings provide tourists with a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of Rouen’s 
heritage and local traditions.

THE “CLUB DES TOQUES  
ROUENNAISES”
The Club des Toques unites Rouen’s finest chefs 
and artisans, renowned for their expertise and 
passion for French and regional cuisine. Founded 
by the Tourism Office, the Club des Toques de Rouen 
Vallée de Seine brings together top restaurateurs 
with at least seven years of experience to preserve 
our gastronomic heritage and become ambassadors
of our regional cuisine beyond the borders of 
Rouen, the Seine Valley, and Normandy.
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Our digital brochures
Maps of Rouen

Gastronomical Guide

Gastronomical press pack Top attractions 
and experiences

Guided Visit Brochure Rouen Cruises Brochure
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Escalier des libraires. Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Rouen

ossuaires. En 1431, Jeanne d’Arc 
est brulée vive sur la place du 
Vieux-Marché. Le Donjon 9 , seul 
vestige du château de Philippe 
Auguste, en est un témoignage 
et L’Historial 10  permet de 
replonger dans l’épopée de notre 
héroïne nationale.

À la même époque, la majesté 
et la fi nesse de l’architecture 
du Parlement de Normandie 5 , 
qui s’impose à Rouen, amène 
dans son sillage l’installation 
de parlementaires et de leurs 
nombreux hôtels particuliers 
du XVIe au XVIIIe siècle comme 
l’Hôtel de Bourgtheroulde 8 .

Au XIXe siècle, Rouen prend le 
train de la révolution industrielle. 
L’activité portuaire s’intensifi e, 
en même temps que l’arrivée 
du chemin de fer, qui permet 
aux bords de Seine de devenir 
un lieu de villégiature. Filatures 
et quartiers ouvriers redessinent 
le territoire comme à Elbeuf.

Mais la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale meurtrit le territoire. 
La reconstruction voit se dresser 
l’audacieuse Tour des archives 41 . 
En 1976, lors de la restauration 
du Palais de Justice, est 
découverte la Maison Sublime 5 , 
plus ancien monument juif 
de France, qui viendra fi naliser 
ce� e cicatrisation. La Métropole 
est classée Ville et Pays d’art 
et d’histoire pour la sauvegarde 
de ses bâtiments remarquables 
du XIe siècle à nos jours.

Un livre d’histoire 
à ciel ouvert
Bienvenue à Rotomagus ! 
L’ancienne ville gallo-romaine 
de Rouen est fondée par les Ro-
mains sur la rive droite du fl euve.

Au Moyen Âge, Rouen devient la
capitale du duché de Normandie
en 911, dirigée par le chef viking
Rollon, premier duc d’une lignée
incluant Guillaume le Conquérant
et Richard Coeur de Lion. La Cité 
immersive Viking propose de 
revivre son épopée 45 .

En plus du pouvoir politique, 
le pouvoir religieux marque 
le territoire avec la cathédrale 1
et les puissantes abbayes telles 
que l’abbatiale Saint-Ouen 7 ,
l’abbaye de Saint-Georges-de-
Boscherville 13  ou l’abbaye de 
Jumièges 12 , qui ont redoublé 
d’e¥ orts pour montrer leur ma-
gnifi cence. Ce n’est pas pour rien 
que Victor Hugo a surnommé 
Rouen « la ville aux cent clochers ». 
Elle fait partie des premières 
villes à avoir obtenu des privi-
lèges communaux. Face aux tours 
de la cathédrale, un be¥ roi civil 
s’élève avec son pavillon Renais-
sance : le Gros-Horloge 2 . 
Ce� e grandeur n’évitera pas les 
périodes de famine, de guerre et 
de peste qui séviront fortement 
et dont Rouen garde une trace 
insolite : l’Aître Saint-Maclou 4 , 
un cimetière entouré de galeries 

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Musée des Beaux-Arts

Une terre d’inspiration
Face à la cathédrale dans l’Atelier 
Claude Monet 6  , sur les bords 
de Seine, dans les villages 
environnants, les peintres ont 
trouvé une source d’inspiration 
intarissable dont les chefs-
d’œuvre impressionnistes sont 
visibles au Musée des Beaux-
Arts 14 . Rouen et sa métropole 
possèdent un panel de musées 
gratuits dont la diversité peut ra-
vir n’importe quel amateur d’art. 
Les Antiquités 18  et l’Histoire 
Naturelle 17  sont nichés dans 
un ancien couvent, tandis que 
d’impressionnantes pièces de cé-
ramique 16  sont exposées dans 
un hôtel particulier du XVIIe siècle.

Les amoureux de ferronnerie 
trouveront au Musée Le Secq 
des Tournelles 15  la plus grande 
collection au monde et les nos-
talgiques de l’école seront tentés 
par le Musée de l’Éducation 19 . 
L’artisanat et la céramique sont 
présentés dans les pépites du 
quartier des Antiquaires et à 
l’Aître Saint-Maclou 4  qui hé-
berge la galerie des Arts du feu. 
Dans la campagne alentour, une 
route sacrée mène de l’abbaye 
Saint-Georges-de-Boscherville 13
à celle de Jumièges 12 , joyaux 
de l’art roman.

Arts L’art gothique est  le mieux 
représenté avec la plus haute 
cathédrale 1  de France et sa 
façade en dentelle de pierre que 
seule l’église Saint-Maclou 3
arrive à égaler, ou par l’inté-
rieur rayonnant de l’abbatiale 
Saint-Ouen 7 . La Renaissance 
s’admire avec le Gros-Horloge 
2 , le Bureau des Finances 6

dont la grâce est identique aux 
fabuleux vitraux du XVIe siècle 
présentés dans l’écrin de l’église 
Sainte-Jeanne-d’Arc 11 .

L’architecture contemporaine est 
présente le long du fl euve avec 
des réalisations phares telles que 
la Tour des archives 41 , Le Kinda-
rena 43  conçu par Dominique 
Perrault et Le 108 44 , siège de 
la Métropole, dont les façades 
multicolores ont gagné l’Ameri-
can Architecture Prize. Le patri-
moine li� éraire s’apprécie dans 
quatre lieux. Gustave Flaubert, 
dans l’actuel Musée d’histoire de 
la médecine 20  a écrit ses plus 
beaux textes à l’ombre de son 
pavillon 21  à Croisset. L’enfance 
de Pierre Corneille s’invite dans 
sa maison natale rouennaise 22
et dans sa maison de campagne 
23  à Petit-Couronne. Ce rayonne-
ment est éto¥ é par le vivier de 
création contemporaine des 
galeries d’art : FRAC 25 , Centre 
photographique Rouen Norman-
die 46 , SHED 27  et au centre 
d’art de la Matmut 26 ou au cours 
des festivals des Arts vivants.

les vestiges de ce passé pas si 
lointain avec des réhabilitations 
exemplaires comme l’usine Blin 
& Blin qui abrite la Fabrique des 
savoirs 30  et le Cirque-Théâtre 
29 . Le coton se découvre 
à la Corderie Vallois 31 , véritable 
musée vivant avec ses machines 
de production de bobines à 
cordes aux multiples couleurs, 
actionnées encore aujourd’hui 
par le mouvement de la roue 
à aubes.

L’industrie à Rouen est égale-
ment un patrimoine en activité, 
notamment avec son port, pre-
mier dans l’exportation céréalière 
en Europe, dont les énormes 
silos et l’activité des immenses 
navires peuvent être observés 
depuis la Seine lors des croisières 
commentées.

Véritable porte d’entrée du port, 
le pont Flaubert 32 , plus haut 
pont levant d’Europe, sert de 
toile de fond au décor formé par 
l’alignement des anciens hangars 
et des marégraphes de brique 
le long du fl euve. L’un de ces 
hangars abrite le Musée maritime 
fl uvial et portuaire 33  qui retrace 
toute l’épopée de la navigation 
sur la Seine et en mer.

Le secteur de la science, 
les découvertes scientifi ques, 
techniques et industrielles en 
Normandie sont mises en lumière 
à l’Atrium 34 .

Industrie
Au fi l de l’aventure 
industrielle
Dès le XVIe siècle, échanges com-
merciaux, activité textile puis fa-
brication de faïence, à découvrir 
au Musée de la Céramique 16
ou à expérimenter à la galerie 
des Arts du feu 4  sont au cœur 
du développement de la vallée 
de Seine. Remontez le temps 
jusqu’à la révolution industrielle 
française au XIXe siècle, où Rouen 
et Elbeuf étaient des villes 
pionnières avec leurs ateliers, 
manufactures et usines qui ont 
façonné leurs paysages urbains.

Activités textile, portuaire, 
de faïencerie et chimique, toutes 
les grandes fi lières ont été 
a� irées par la position privilégiée 
de la ville entre capitale et mer 
avec la Seine comme axe majeur.

Derrière le moulin Saint-Gilles, 
vous trouverez le musée 
industriel Expotec 103 28  et 
sa collection unique de machines 
à vapeur, sa forge et son atelier 
typographique. Le textile 
s’impose rapidement comme 
une évidence à Rouen et 
ses alentours, avec à Elbeuf, 
la manufacture royale de drap 
de laine de Louis XIV, qui 
verra son expansion à la fi n 
du XIXe siècle. C’est Elbeuf qui 
a réussi le mieux à conserver 

La Seine en majesté
Nous avons tous en tête l’image 
d’une Normandie voluptueuse 
avec ses pommiers, vaches et 
paniers garnis. Ce� e Normandie-
là, naturelle, généreuse et 
verdoyante est à portée de main.

La Seine est l’un des plus beaux 
fl euves au monde et elle est 
indissociable de la vie rouennaise. 
La parcourir à vélo est l’un des 
meilleurs moyens de découvrir 
les rives du fl euve au naturel. 
La Seine à Vélo, véloroute qui 
relie Paris à la Manche, traverse 
la métropole rouennaise sur 
une centaine de kilomètres 
et 22 communes. Que l’on soit 
cycliste aguerri ou amateur, 
le cheminement est accessible 
et balisé et permet des haltes 
contemplatives.

La vallée de Seine est aussi 
connue pour ses bacs qui 
emmènent piétons et véhicules 
d’une rive à l’autre du fl euve. 
Autre particularité de ce paysage 
fl uvial, l’implantation de forêts 
domaniales immenses. Où que 
l’on se trouve à Rouen, la forêt 
n’est jamais loin. La Capitale 
normande est la première 
agglomération de France 
au cœur forestier. Trois de ses 
massifs domaniaux détiennent 
le label national Forêt d’Exception : 

la forêt de Roumare de 4 000 ha 
avec ses sangliers qui ravissent 
petits et grands, la forêt Verte 
de 1 400 ha et celle de La Londe-
Rouvray de 5 000 ha.

Pour comprendre le paysage 
du territoire, prenez de la hauteur 
et découvrez les plus beaux 
panoramas de Rouen et du Parc 
régional des Boucles de la Seine 
Normande. La côte Sainte-
Catherine 39  et Canteleu 40
vous o¥ rent les panoramas d’une 
vue imprenable vous perme� ant 
de comprendre l’implantation 
de la ville entre Seine, coteaux 
boisés, falaises à craie et massifs 
forestiers.

Vous profi tez d’une vue impo-
sante sur la vallée de Seine, du 
château de Robert le Diable 35
à la forêt de la Londe-Rouvray, 
à la Roche Fouet d’Orival 36 . 
La côte Saint Auct, du côté 
d’Elbeuf 37  , et les coteaux Saint-
Adrien à Belbeuf garantissent un 
spectacle saisissant sur le ruban 
fl uvial et ses îles boisées.

À Duclair et à Barneville-sur-
Seine 38 , plusieurs points de
vue dévoilent la Route des fruits,
Jumièges et ses environs, qui
disposent d’une base de loisirs
et d’une zone de baignade. 
Au sud de la Capitale normande, 
c’est la base de loisirs de 
Bédanne qui ravit les passionnés 
de sports nautiques.

Nature

Panorama de la Roche Fouet

Une gastronomie 
couronnée par l’UNESCO
Au pays du cidre, du fromage 
et de la coquille Saint-Jacques, 
la générosité culinaire est une 
fête. On la célèbre du panier 
à l’assie� e, depuis les vergers 
normands jusqu’aux grandes 
tables du monde puisque Rouen 
fait partie du réseau Ville créative 
de l’UNESCO en matière de gas-
tronomie. Il reconnaît ses actions 
pour privilégier une gastronomie 
d’excellence intégrant une démar-
che de développement durable.

À Rouen, la gastronomie est 
indissociable de la riche présence 
des monuments historiques. 
Goûter aux produits du terroir, 
c’est se plonger dans l’Histoire 
et les racines rouennaises.
Ici, avec plus de 650 restaurants, 
c’est la culture du bien manger 
qui se cultive. Les chefs rouennais 
ont su apporter aux délices 
normands toute la fraîcheur de 
leur créativité. Parmi eux, le Club 
des Toques rassemble les plus 
grands chefs et artisans rouen-
nais qui s’engagent à transme� re 
et à préserver la richesse du 
patrimoine gastronomique.

Rouen célèbre aussi la gastrono-
mie chaque année lors de la Fête 
du Ventre, joyeuse et familiale. 
Parmi les spécialités rouennaises 

qui régalent les gourmands 
depuis des siècles, il y a le sucre 
de Rouen, confectionné à partir 
d’eau, de sucre, de caramel 
et d’arômes de pomme et citron. 
Un atelier-boutique 
à Notre-Dame-de-Bondeville, 
Les Confi seurs 42, permet 
d’assister à sa confection.

C’est aussi le canard que l’on 
met à l’honneur avec démons-
tration de la fameuse rece� e du 
Canard à la Rouennaise, inventé 
par Frédéric Delair au XIXe siècle. 
Ce� e assie� e reste l’indé-
trônable spécialité d’un des 
restaurants les plus prestigieux 
de Paris : La Tour d’Argent.
Découvrez la générosité des 
produits locaux sur les nombreux 
marchés, à la rencontre des pro-
ducteurs et de leurs spécialités. 
Celui de la place Saint-Marc, 
particulièrement apprécié des 
rouennais, propose des produits 
locaux et un espace brocante.

Empruntez la Route des fruits, 
située dans une boucle de 
la Seine et jalonnée de vergers 
colorés où pommiers, poiriers 
et cerisiers profi tent d’un micro-
climat particulièrement propice. 
Vous avez la possibilité d’acheter 
des fruits « à la barrière » et 
d’échanger directement avec 
les producteurs. Une expérience 
pleine d’authenticité qui peut 
se faire à vélo, sur un circuit 
balisé de 35 km.

Gastronomie
TOUT COMMENCE AU
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De trap van de boekverkoper. Kathedraal Notre-Dame de Rouen

Jeanne d’Arc op de brandstapel 
verbrand. De donjon 9 , het 
enige overblijfsel van de kasteel 
van Philippe Auguste, was desti-
jds getuige van deze gebeurte-
nis. De Historial Jeanne d’Arc 10
gee�  een blik op het leven van 
deze nationale heldin.

In dezelfde periode werd het 
parlement van Normandië 5  in 
Rouen gevestigd, met zijn prach-
tige en elegante architectuur. 
De parlementariërs woonden 
in de vele herenhuizen daterend 
uit de 16de tot 18de eeuw, zoals 
het Hôtel de Bourgtheroulde 8 .

In de 19e eeuw stond Rouen 
ook vooraan in de industriële 
revolutie. De Seineoever werd 
een recreatieoord voor toeristen. 
De bouw van vele weverijen, 
fabrieken en woonwijken voor de 
arbeiders, zoals in Elbeuf, drukte 
zijn stempel op het gebied.

De regio leed zwaar tijdens 
de tweede wereldoorlog. Tijdens 
de wederopbouw werd de 
gewaagde Tour des Archives 41
gebouwd. In 1976 werd bij de 
restauratie van het Palais de 
Justice het Maison Sublime 5
ontdekt, het oudste Joodse 
monument in Frankrijk. Rouen 
hee�  het label “Ville et Pays d’art 
et d’histoire” (stad van kunst en 
geschiedenis).

Een geschiedenisboek 
in de open lucht
Welkom in Rotomagus! De oude 
Gallo-Romeinse stad Rouen werd 
op de rechteroever van de Seine 
gesticht door de Romeinen.

In 911 werd Rouen de hoofdstad 
van het hertogdom Normandië, 
met als eerste hertog de Viking-
hoofdman Rollo. Latere hertogen 
waren onder meer Willem de Ve-
roveraar en Richard Leeuwenhart. 
Het Cité Immersive Viking stelt U 
voor zijn avontuur te beleven 45 .

De kathedraal 1  en imposante 
abdijen zoals de abdijkerk van 
St-Ouen 7  en de abdijen van 
St-Martin-de-Boscherville 13
en Jumièges 12  getuigen van 
de macht en praal van de kerk. 
Geen wonder dat Victor Hugo 
Rouen “de stad met honderd 
kerktorens” noemde. Rouen was 
één van de eerste Franse steden 
die stadsrechten kreeg. Tegeno-
ver de torens van de kathedraal 
staat een belfort met een aan-
bouw waarin een astronomisch 
uurwerk is ondergebracht, de 
Gros-Horloge 2 . De welvaart 
beschermde de stad echter niet 
tegen hongersnood, oorlog en 
pest. Daarvan getuigt de Aître 
St-Maclou 4 , een begraafplaats 
voor pestslachto¡ ers met een 
ossuarium. Op de Place du 
Vieux-Marché werd in 1431 

Geschiedenis 

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Museum voor beeldende kunst

Een omgeving 
die inspireert
Rouen en de Seinevallei war-
en een inspiratiebron voor de 
artiesten vonden hier veel inspi-
ratie. Meesterwerken van grote 
namen zoals Monet, Pissarro, 
Boudin en Gauguin hangen in het 
Musée des Beaux-Arts 14 . In en 
rond Rouen zijn vele musea en 
galerijen met rijke collecties gra-
tis toegankelijk. Het voormalige 
klooster huisvest het museum 
van oudheden 18  en natuurhis-
torie 17 . Imposant keramiek 16
vindt u in een herenhuis uit de 
17e eeuw.

Liefhebbers van smeedwerk 
komen aan hun trekken in het 
Musée Le Secq des Tournelles 
15 , met de grootste collectie ter 
wereld. Nostalgie naar scholen 
uit vroeger tijden wordt vervuld 
in het Musée de l’Éducation 19 . 
Kunstnijverheid en keramiek vindt 
U in het Quartier des Antiquaires 
en in het Aître St-Maclou 4 , 
waar La Galerie des Arts du feu 
is ondergebracht. Buiten de stad 
leidt de historische route langs 
Normandische abdijen van 
de abdij St-Martin-de-Boscher-
ville 13  naar de abdij van 
Jumièges 12 , beide juwelen van 
romaanse kunst.

Kunst Het touwmuseum Corderie 
Vallois 31  in de Cailly-vallei biedt 
een blik op de katoenspinnerij 
en -weverij die hier ooit bloeide. 
Dit levende museum hee�  onder 
andere machines waarmee 
bontgekleurde touwen worden 
gemaakt, die nog steeds worden 
aangedreven door het scheprad.

Dat het industriële erfgoed van 
Rouen nog steeds lee� , ziet u 
ook duidelijk in de haven – de 
grootste graanhaven van Europa. 
U kunt de enorme silo’s en reu-
sachtige graanschepen bewon-
deren vanaf rondvaartboten met 
gids.

De Gustave Flaubert-brug 32 , 
de hoogste hefbrug van Europa, 
is de poort naar de haven. Een 
van deze pakhuizen herbergt het 
Musée maritime fl uvial et por-
tuaire 33 , dat een fascinerende 
blik biedt op de geschiedenis 
van navigatie op de Seine en de 
open zee.

Het Atrium 34  biedt thematische 
tentoonstellingen waarin de 
wetenschappelijke, technische 
en industriële doorbraken en 
innovaties uit Normandië worden 
belicht.

Industrie
Een glorierijk industrieel 
verleden
Vanaf de 16e eeuw werd de 
ontwikkeling van de Seinevallei 
sterk gestimuleerd door de 
handel, de textielindustrie en de 
productie van faience, te bewon-
deren in het keramiekmuseum 16
of in de Galerie des Arts du feu
4 . De tijd van de industriële 

revolutie is nog duidelijk 
zichtbaar in Rouen en Elbeuf.

Belangrijke takken van indus-
trie zoals textiel, scheepsvaart, 
aardewerk en chemie profi teer-
den van de strategische ligging 
van Rouen aan de Seine, 
de hoofdverkeersader tussen 
de zee en de hoofdstad Parijs.

Achter de molen van St-Gilles be-
vindt zich het industrieel museum 
Expotec 103 28 . Dit huist een 
unieke collectie stoommachines, 
een smederij en een drukkerij. 
Dankzij de ligging aan de bevaar-
bare rivier ontwikkelde de textie-
lindustrie zich snel in Rouen en 
de omgeving. Dankzij uitgebreide 
restauratieprojecten is 
in Elbeuf het industriële erfgoed 
zeer goed bewaard gebleven. 
De voormalige fabriek Blin & Blin 
is tegenwoordig het onderkomen 
voor de Fabrique des savoirs 30
en het Cirque-Théâtre 29 . 

De majestueuze Seine
Normandië betekent voor velen 
een weelderig pla° eland met 
appelbomen, koeien en 
traditionele picknickmanden. 

De Seine, een van de mooiste 
rivieren ter wereld, staat le° erlijk 
centraal in het leven in Rouen. 
‘La Seine à Vélo’ is een fi etsroute 
die van Parijs helemaal tot aan 
het Kanaal loopt. 100 kilometer 
van deze route trekt zich door 
22 gemeentes van de Metro-
polis van Rouen. Het traject is 
uitstekend geschikt voor ervaren 
fi etsers en minder geoefenden, 
duidelijk gemarkeerd met bordjes 
en biedt veel mogelijkheden om 
af te stappen en het landschap 
te bewonderen.

De Seinevallei staat ook bekend 
om de veerpontjes, waarmee 
voetgangers en voertuigen 
kunnen oversteken. Kenmerkend 
in het rivierlandschap zijn ook 
de grote bossen, die eigendom 
zijn van de staat. Waar je ook 
bent in Rouen, je bent nooit ver 
weg van een bos. Drie van deze 
staatsbossen zijn aangemerkt als 
‘Forêt d’Exception’: het Forêt de 
Roumare, het Forêt verte en het 
Forêt de la Londe-Rouvray.

Op de heuvels hebt u de mooiste 
uitzichten op het landschap van 
de regio, zoals op Rouen en het 
regionale park Boucles de la 
Seine Normande. De hellingen 
van de Côte Ste-Catherine 39  en 
de Côte de Canteleu 40  bieden 
fantastische uitzichten op de 
stad, gelegen tussen de Seine, 
groene heuvels, kalkrotsen en 
dichte bossen.

Een indrukwekkend uitzicht 
op Seinevallei hebt u vanaf de 
uitzichtpunten van het Château 
Robert le Diable 35  in het bos 
van La Londe-Rouvray en van
het Roche Fouet d’Orival 36 . 
De Côte St Auct aan de kant van 
Elbeuf 37  en de hellingen van 
St-Adrien in Belbeuf bieden een 
adembenemende kijk op de rivier 
met de beboste eilanden.

In Duclair en Barneville-sur-Seine 
38  hebt u vanaf verschillende 
punten uitzicht op de ‘Route 
des Fruits’ en op Jumièges en 
omgeving met een zwemgebied. 
Ten zuiden van Rouen ligt het 
vrijetijdscentrum Bédanne. Dit 
watersportcentrum draagt het 
keurmerk ‘École Française de 
Voile’ en is zeer in trek bij liefheb-
bers van diverse watersporten.

Natuur

Uitzichtpunt La Roche Fouet

Door UNESCO erkende 
culinaire cultuur
Het land van cider, kazen en 
de sint-jakobsschelp kent een 
zeer afwisselende keuken. Deze 
wordt gevierd van de mand tot 
het bord, van de boomgaarden 
van Normandië tot de tafels van 
de haute cuisine over de hele 
wereld. Rouen is onderscheiden 
als City of Gastronomy in het 
UNESCO-programma Creative 
Cities Network. Hiermee worden 
de inspanningen van Rouen 
geëerd om een excellente 
gastronomie te bevorderen 
met nadruk op duurzaamheid.

In Rouen is de gastronomie 
onlosmakelijk verbonden met de 
historische rijkdom van de stad. 
Als u de regionale producten 
eet, dompelt u zich onder in 
de geschiedenis van Rouen. 
Met ruim 650 restaurants is 
de stad een trekpleister voor 
foodies. De chef-koks combine-
ren de tradities en innovatieve 
cultuur van Normandië in culinaire 
hoogtepunten vol smaak en 
creativiteit. De Club des Toques 
is een vereniging waarin de beste 
koks en voedselambachtslu 
samenwerken om het culinaire 
erfgoed van de stad te behouden 
en door te geven.

Elk jaar viert Rouen het ‘Fête 
du Ventre’, een vrolijk en gezins-
vriendelijk gastronomisch festival. 
Een typische zoetigheid uit 
Rouen is de ‘Sucre de Rouen’, 
die ambachtelijk wordt gemaakt 
van water, suiker, karamel 
en appel- en citroenaroma. 
Bij Les Confi seurs 42, een atelier 
met winkel in Notre-Dame-de-
Bondeville, kunt u zelf zien hoe 
deze lekkernij wordt gemaakt.

Ook eend staat op het menu 
in deze regio, bijvoorbeeld met 
de ‘Canard à la Rouennaise’. 
Zijn gerecht is daar ook vandaag 
de dag nog een van de specia-
liteiten. Op de talrijke markten in 
de regio vindt u vele plaatselijke 
producten en maakt u kennis met 
de boeren en producenten. Fa-
voriet bij de inwoners van Rouen 
is de markt op de Place St-Marc, 
met veel regionale specialiteiten 
en zelfs een vlooienmarkt.

De ‘Route des Fruits’, een 
35 kilometer lange route, volgt 
de kronkelingen van de Seine. 
Het traject voert u langs vele 
kleurrijke boomgaarden met 
appel-, peren- en kersenbomen 
die goed gedijen in het gunstige 
microklimaat. Hier koopt u fruit 
‘à la barrière’, aan het tuinhek, 
rechtstreeks van de producent. 
Deze authentieke ervaring 
belee�  u het beste op de fi ets.

Gastronomie

Musée de la Corderie Vallois
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De middeleeuwse gebouwen 
zijn voornamelijk in gotische stijl 
opgetrokken, zoals de hoogste 
kathedraal 1  van Frankrijk, 
de in steen uitgevoerde kant van 
de façade van St Maclou 3
et St Ouen 7  met haar 
lichtweergevend interieur. 
De renaissance is nog duidelijk 
zichtbaar in het prachtige 
astronomische uurwerk Gros-
Horloge 2  en het Bureau de 
Finances 6 , dat in schoonheid 
wedijvert met de glas-in-loodra-
men uit de 16e eeuw in de kerk 
van Ste-Jeanne-d’Arc 11 .

Moderne architectuur vindt 
u langs de Seine, met als mooie 
voorbeelden de Tour des archives 
41 , Le Kindarena 43  en Le 108 
44 , met zijn bontgekleurde gevel.
Gustave Flaubert werd geboren 
in het huidige Musée d’histoire 
de la médecine 20  en schreef 
zijn mooiste teksten in de 
schaduw van zijn paviljoen 21  in 
Croisset. Het geboortehuis van 
Pierre Corneille en zijn landhuis 
23  in Petit-Couronne zijn musea 
gewijd aan deze 17e eeuwse 
toneelschrijver. Rouen biedt veel 
gelegenheid om van kunst te ge-
nieten, met onder meer galerieën 
voor moderne kunst zoals FRAC 
25 , Centre photographique 
Rouen Normandie 46 , SHED 27
en het Centre d’art de la Matmut 
26 , evenals de Festivals des Arts 
vivants voor podiumkunsten.
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Ein Geschichtsbuch 
unter freiem Himmel
Willkommen in Rotomagus! Die 
alte gallo-römische Stadt Rouen 
wurde von den Römern am rech-
ten Ufer der Seine gegründet.

Im Mi� elalter, im Jh. 911, wurde 
Rouen zur Hauptstadt des 
Herzogtums Normandie, das von 
dem Wikingerführer Rollo regiert 
wurde. Er war der erste Herzog 
in einer Reihe, zu der auch 
Wilhelm der Eroberer und Richard 
Löwenherz gehörten. Die Immer-
sive Viking City lässt das Epos 
der Wikinger wieder aufl eben 45 .

Neben der politischen prägte 
auch die religiöse Macht dieses 
Gebiet mit der Kathedrale 1
und den mächtigen Abteien wie 
der Abteikirche St.-Ouen 7 , 
der Abtei St.-Martin-de-
Boscherville 13  oder der Abtei 
von Jumièges 12 , eine prächtiger 
als die andere. Nicht ohne Grund 
nannte Victor Hugo Rouen „die 
Stadt der hundert Kirchtürme“. 
Sie war eine der ersten Städte, 
die kommunale Privilegien erhielt 
und sich im Königreich autonom 
verwalten dur� e. Gegenüber 
der Kathedrale erhebt sich ein 
Belfried mit seinem Anbau, 
dem großen Uhrenturm Gros-
Horloge 2 . Doch auch diese 
Pracht konnte die Stadt nicht vor 
Hungersnöten, Krieg und Pest 

Geschichte

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Musée des Beaux-Arts

Eine Gegend, die inspiriert
Maler fanden hier eine uner-
schöpfl iche Inspirationsquelle. 
Ihre impressionistischen 
Meisterwerke sind im Musée 
des Beaux-Arts 14  zu sehen. 
Zahlreiche Museen mit 
kostenlosem Eintri�  begeistern 
mit ihrer Vielfalt jeden Kunstlieb-
haber. Antiquitäten 18  und 
Naturkunde-Exponate 17  sind 
in einem ehemaligen Kloster 
im Quartier Beauvoisine unterge-
bracht, während beeindruckende 
Keramiken 16  in einem Stadthaus 
aus dem 17. Jh. ausgestellt sind.

Liebhaber der Schmiedekunst 
fi nden im Musée Le Secq des 
Tournelles 15  die weltgrößte 
Sammlung. Schulnostalgiker kom-
men im Musée de l’Éducation 19
auf ihre Kosten. Kunsthandwerk 
und Keramik sind im Quartier 
des Antiquaires und im Aître 
St.-Maclou mit der Galerie des 
Arts du feu vertreten. 4 . Vor 
der Stadt führt eine geweihte 
Straße von der Abtei St.-Martin-
de-Boscherville 13  zur Abtei von 
Jumièges 12 , einem Juwel der 
romanischen Kunst.

Die Gotik ist überall präsent, 
mit der höchsten Kathedrale 1
Frankreichs und ihrer Fassade aus 
Steinspitzen, die nur in der Kirche 
St.-Maclou 3  ihresgleichen 

Kunst fi ndet, oder im prächtigen Innen-
raum der Abteikirche St.-Ouen 7 . 
Die Renaissance spiegelt sich 
im Uhrenturm Gros-Horloge 2
und im Bureau de Finances 
6  wider, deren Anmut dem 

der fabelha� en Glasfenster 
aus dem 16. Jh. in der Kirche 
St.-Jeanne-d’Arc 11  entspricht.

Die zeitgenössische Architektur 
lässt sich entlang des Flusses 
bewundern, mit Vorzeige 
projekten wie dem Tour des 
archives 41 , dem von Dominique 
Perrault entworfenen Palais 
des sports Le Kindarena 43  und 
dem Le 108 44 , dem Sitz der 
Metropole. Das literarische Erbe 
kann an vier Orten nacherlebt 
werden. Gustave Flaubert wurde 
im heutigen Musée d’histoire 
de la médecine 20  geboren und 
schrieb seine schönsten Texte 
im Scha� en seines Pavillons 21
in Croisset. Pierre Corneilles 
Kindheit lässt sich in seinem 
Geburtshaus in Rouen 22
und in seinem Land-haus 23
in Petit-Couronne nachvollziehen. 
Die künstlerische Strahlkra�  
der Stadt wird durch viele 
zeitgenössische Werke in 
den Kunstgalerien ergänzt: 
im FRAC 25 , Centre photo-
graphique Rouen Normandie 46 , 
Shed 27  und im Kunstzentrum 
de la Matmut 26  sowie bei den 
Festivals des Arts vivants.

So beherbergt die ehemalige 
Fabrik Blin & Blin heute die 
Fabrique des savoirs 30
und das Cirque-Théâtre 29 . 
Im Museum Corderie Vallois 31 , 
dreht sich alles rund um die 
Baumwolle. Hier sind Maschinen 
zur Herstellung von bunten 
Garnrollen zu sehen, die noch 
heute durch die Bewegung 
des Schaufelrads angetrieben 
werden.

Die Industrie in Rouen ist auch ein 
lebendiges Erbe – allen voran der 
Hafen, der größte Getreideexpor-
teur Europas, mit seinen enormen 
Silos und den riesigen Schi° en, 
die bei kommentierten Boots-
fahrten auf der Seine beobachtet 
werden können.

Die Gustave-Flaubert-Brücke 32 , 
die höchste Hubbrücke Europas, 
ist das Tor zum Hafen und bildet 
die Kulisse für die alten Hangars 
und die backsteinernen Maré-
graphes (Gezeitenmesser) ent-
lang des Flusses. In einem Hangar 
ist das Musée maritime fl uvial 
et portuaire 33  untergebracht, 
das die gesamte Geschichte der 
Schi° fahrt auf der Seine und auf 
dem Meer erzählt.

Im Atrium 34 , mit thematischen 
Ausstellungen, stehen die wis-
senscha� lichen, technischen und 
industriellen Errungenscha� en 
der Normandie im Mi� elpunkt.

Industrie
Das Abenteuer 
der Industrialisierung
Seit dem 16. Jh. haben Handel, 
Textilindustrie und die Herstellung 
von Fayencen, die im Keramik-
museum 16  oder in der Galerie 
des Arts du feu 4  zu sehen sind, 
zur Entwicklung des Seine-Tals 
beigetragen. Versetzen Sie sich in 
die Zeit der industriellen Revolu-
tion Frankreichs im 19. Jh. Damals 
waren Rouen und Elbeuf Pio-
nierstädte mit ihren Werkstä� en, 
Manufakturen und Fabriken, die 
das Stadtbild prägten.

Textil-, Hafen-, Fayence- und 
Chemieindustrie – alle wichtigen 
Wirtscha� szweige wurden von 
der privilegierten Lage der Stadt 
zwischen der Hauptstadt Paris 
und dem Meer, mit der Seine als 
Hauptverkehrsader, angezogen.

Hinter der Mühle St.-Gilles 
befi ndet sich das Industriemu-
seum Expotec 103 28  mit einer 
einzigartigen Sammlung von 
Dampfmaschinen, einer Schmiede 
und einer Druckerei. Die Textil-
industrie entwickelte sich rasch in 
Rouen und Umgebung. In Elbeuf 
expandierte Ende des 19. Jh. die 
königliche Wolltuchmanufaktur 
Ludwigs XIV. Elbeuf gelang es 
besonders gut, die Zeugnisse 
dieser Zeit durch vorbildliche 
Sanierungen zu bewahren. 

Die majestätische Seine
Wir alle haben das Bild einer üp-
pigen Normandie vor Augen, mit 
Apfelbäumen, Kühen und vollen 
Einkaufskörben. Diese natürliche, 
großzügige und grüne Norman-
die ist zum Greifen nah.

Die Seine, einer der schönsten 
Flüsse der Welt, ist untrennbar
mit dem Leben in Rouen verbun-
den. Eine Radtour ist eine der 
besten Möglichkeiten, die Fluss-
ufer naturnah zu entdecken. 
Der Radweg „La Seine à Vélo“ 
verbindet Paris mit dem Ärmel-
kanal. Er durchquert die Metropol-
region Rouen auf einer Länge von 
100 Kilometern und führt durch 
22 Gemeinden. Die Strecke ist 
sowohl für geübte Radsportler 
als auch für Freizeitradler leicht 
befahrbar, gut ausgeschildert und 
lädt zu erholsamen Pausen ein.

Das Seine-Tal ist auch für seine 
Fähren bekannt, die Fußgänger 
und Fahrzeuge von einem 
Flussufer zum anderen bringen. 
Eine weitere Besonderheit sind 
die ausgedehnten Staatswälder. 
Wo immer man sich in Rouen 
befi ndet, der Wald ist nie weit. 
Keine andere französische Stadt 
ist von so viel Wald umgeben wie 
die Hauptstadt der Normandie. 
Drei ihrer Staatswälder tragen 
das nationale Label Forêt 

d’Exception: der Forêt de Rou-
mare mit seinen Wildschweinen, 
der Forêt Verte und der Forêt 
de La Londe-Rouvray.

Begeben Sie sich in die Höhe 
und genießen Sie die schönsten 
Aussichten auf Rouen und den 
Regionalpark „Boucles de la 
Seine Normande“. Die Hänge der 
Côte St.-Catherine 39  und Côte 
de Canteleu 40  bieten atembe-
raubende Panoramen und lassen 
Sie die Lage der Stadt zwischen 
Seine, bewaldeten Hängen, 
Kreidefelsen und Waldmassiven 
erfassen.

Einen beeindruckenden Blick 
auf das Seine-Tal bieten die 
Aussichtspunkte des Château 
Robert le Diable 35  im Wald von 
La Londe-Rouvray und des Roche 
Fouet von Orival 36 . Von der 
Côte St. Auct auf der Seite von 
Elbeuf 37  und den Hängen von 
St.-Adrien in Belbeuf genießen 
Sie eine atemberaubende Aus-
sicht auf den Flusslauf und seine 
bewaldeten Inseln.

In Duclair und Barneville-sur-Seine 
38  gibt es mehrere Aussicht-
spunkte mit Blick auf die Obst-
straße, auf Jumièges und seine 
Umgebung mit Freizeitzentrum 
und Badestelle. Südlich von 
Rouen liegt das Freizeitzentrum 
Bédanne. Es trägt das Siegel 
École Française de Voile und ist 
bei Wassersportlern sehr beliebt.

Natur

Aussichtspunkt La Roche Fouet

Eine von der UNESCO 
gekrönte Gastronomie
Im Land des Cidre, des Käses 
und der Jakobsmuscheln wird 
die kulinarische Vielfalt zelebriert: 
vom Korb bis zum Teller, von den 
Obstgärten der Normandie bis 
zu den größten Tafeln der Welt, 
denn Rouen ist Teil des UNESCO 
Creative City Netzwerks im 
Bereich Gastronomie. Diese 
Auszeichnung würdigt die 
Maßnahmen der Stadt zur För-
derung einer exzellenten Gastro-
nomie, besonders im Hinblick auf 
eine nachhaltige Entwicklung.

Wer die regionalen Produkte pro-
biert, taucht ein in die Geschichte 
Rouens. Die Kultur des guten 
Essens wird hier in mehr als 650 
Restaurants gepfl egt. Die Köche 
von Rouen verleihen den Köstlich-
keiten der Normandie ihren krea-
tiven Touch. Im Club des Toques 
haben sich die größten Köche 
Rouens zusammengeschlossen, 
um ihr reiches gastronomisches 
Erbe zu bewahren und weiter-
zugeben.

Jedes Jahr feiert Rouen seine 
Gastronomie mit der fröhlichen 
und familiären Fête du Ventre. 
Zu den Spezialitäten Rouens, die 
seit Jahrhunderten Feinschmec-
ker begeistern, gehört der „Sucre 
de Rouen“, der aus Wasser, 

Zucker, Karamell sowie Apfel- und 
Zitronenaroma hergestellt wird. 
Schauen Sie bei Les Confi seurs 
42, einem Atelier mit Ladenlokal, 
bei der Herstellung zu.

Auch die Ente wird geehrt, 
und zwar in Form des berühmten 
Gerichts „Canard à la Rouennaise“ 
(Ente auf Rouener Art), das 
im 19. Jh. von Frédéric Delair 
erfunden wurde. Es ist bis heute 
die unumstri� ene Spezialität 
des renommiertesten Pariser 
Restaurants La Tour d’Argent.
Entdecken Sie auf den zahl-
reichen Märkten die Vielfalt 
der lokalen Produkte und lernen 
Sie die Erzeuger und ihre 
Spezialitäten kennen. Der Markt 
auf der Place St.-Marc ist bei 
den Einwohnern von Rouen 
besonders beliebt. Neben lokalen 
Produkten bietet er auch einen 
Trödelmarkt.

Begeben Sie sich auf die 
Obststraße „Route des fruits“. 
Sie liegt in einer Seine-Schleife 
und ist gesäumt von farben-
frohen Obstgärten, in denen 
Apfel-, Birnen- und Kirschbäume 
von einem besonders günstigen 
Mikroklima profi tieren. Kaufen Sie 
Obst „à la barrière“ – am Garten-
zaun – und tauschen Sie sich 
direkt mit den Erzeugern aus. 
Ein authentisches Erlebnis, das 
Sie auch mit dem Rad entlang 
einer 35 km langen Strecke 
genießen können.

Gastronomie

Musée de la Corderie Vallois
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bewahren, wovon der Aître 
St.-Maclou 4 , ein seltener, 
von Knochengängen umgebener 
Pestfriedhof, noch heute Zeugnis 
ablegt. Auf der Place du Vieux-
Marché wurde 1431 Jeanne d’Arc 
bei lebendigem Leib verbrannt. 
Der Donjon 9 , einziger Überrest 
der Burg von Philippe Auguste, 
zeugt von diesem Ereignis und 
das Historial 10  lässt einen in 
das Epos der französischen 
Nationalheldin eintauchen.

Zur damaligen Zeit fand das 
Parlament der Normandie 5
mit seiner majestätischen und 
fi nessenreichen Architektur 
seinen Sitz in Rouen und zog die 
Ansiedlung der Parlamentarier 
mit sich. Daher stammen die 
vielen Herrenhäuser aus dem 
16. bis 18. Jh., wie das Hôtel de 
Bourgtheroulde 8 .

Im 19. Jh. sprang Rouen auf den 
Zug der industriellen Revolution 
auf. Die Hafenaktivitäten nahmen 
zu, die neue Eisenbahn ließ das 
Seine-Ufer zu einem Erholungsort 
werden. Spinnereien und 
Arbeiterviertel, wie in Elbeuf, 
gestalteten das Gebiet neu.

Der Zweite Weltkrieg traf die 
Region schwer. Während des 
Wiederaufbaus entstand der 
gewagte Bau des Archivturms 
Tour des Archives 41 . 1976 
wurde bei der Restaurierung 
des Justizpalastes die Maison 
Sublime 5  entdeckt, das älteste 
jüdische Denkmal Frankreichs.

Escalier des libraires. Kathedrale Notre-Dame de Rouen
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Rouen conserva una traccia inso-
lita: l’Aître S.-Maclou 4 , uno dei 
rari cimiteri circondati da gallerie 
ossari. Nel 1431 Giovanna d’Arco 
è bruciata viva sulla Place du 
Vieux-Marché. Il torrione 9 , 
unica vestigia del castello di 
Filippo Augusto, ne è testimo-
nianza e l’Historial 10  consente 
di ritu� arsi nell’epopea della 
nostra eroina nazionale.

Allo stesso tempo, la maestosità 
e la fi nezza dell’archite� ura del 
Parlamento di Normandia 5 , 
che si impone a Rouen, porta al 
suo seguito l’insediamento di 
parlamentari e dei loro nume-
rosi hôtels particuliers dal XVI 
al XVIII secolo, come l’Hôtel de 
Bourgtheroulde 8 .

Nel XIX secolo Rouen prende 
parte alla rivoluzione industriale. 
L’a� ività portuale si intensifi ca, 
contemporaneamente all’arrivo 
della ferrovia, che consente alle 
le rive della Senna di diventare 
una meta turistica. Le fi lande e 
i quartieri operai riproge� eranno 
il territorio, come ad Elbeuf.

La Seconda guerra mondiale 
devastò il territorio. La ricostru-
zione vede innalzarsi l’audace 
Torre degli Archivi 41 . Nel 1976, 
durante il restauro del Palazzo 
di Giustizia, viene scoperta la 
Maison Sublime 5 , il più antico 
monumento ebraico di Francia.

Un libro di storia 
a cielo aperto
Benvenuti a Rotomagus! L’antica 
ci� à gallo-romana di Rouen è 
stata fondata dai Romani sulla 
riva destra del fi ume.

Nel Medioevo Rouen diventa, 
nel 911, la capitale del ducato 
di Normandia so� o il governo 
del capo vichingo Rollone, primo 
duca di una dinastia che com-
prende Guglielmo il Conquista-
tore e Riccardo Cuor di Leone. 
L’immersiva ci� à vichinga vi invita 
a rivivere le sue epiche 45 .

Oltre al potere politico, il potere 
religioso segna il territorio con 
la ca� edrale 1  e le potenti 
abbazie come la chiesa abba-
ziale di S.-Ouen 7 , l’abbazia di 
S.-Martin-de-Boscherville 13  o 
l’abbazia di Jumièges 12 , che 
hanno raddoppiato le iniziative 
per mostrare la loro magnifi cen-
za. Non per niente Victor Hugo 
soprannominò Rouen «la ci� à 
dei cento campanili». Essa fa 
parte delle prime ci� à che hanno 
o� enuto i privilegi comunali. 
Di fronte alle torri della ca� edrale 
si innalza una torre civica (be� roi 
in francese) con il suo nuovo 
padiglione: il Gros-Horloge 2 . 
Questa ambizione di potenza non 
impedirà i periodi di carestia, di 
guerra e di peste che l’a¥  igge-
ranno pesantemente e dei quali 

Storia 

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Museo delle Belle Arti

Una terra d’ispirazione
Che siano davanti alla ca� edrale 
nell’atelier di Claude Monet 6 , 
sulle rive della Senna o nei villaggi 
circostanti, i pi� ori hanno trovato 
qui una fonte inesauribile d’ispira-
zione; questi capolavori impres-
sionisti possono essere ammirati 
al Museo delle Belle Arti 14 .
Rouen e la sua metropoli vantano 
una serie di musei gratuiti la cui 
varietà delizia qualsiasi appassio-
nato d’arte. Le Antichità 18  e la 
Storia Naturale 17  sono ospitate 
in un ex convento mentre gli 
straordinari pezzi di ceramica 16
sono esposti in un hôtel particu-
lier del XVII secolo.

Gli amanti della lavorazione del 
ferro troveranno la più grande 
collezione al mondo al Museo Le 
Secq des Tournelles 15  e i nos-
talgici della scuola saranno tentati 
dal Museo dell’Educazione 19 . 
L’artigianato e la ceramica 
sono rappresentati nei tesori 
del quartiere degli Antiquari e 
nell’Aître S.-Maclou 4 , che ospi-
ta la galleria delle Arti del Fuoco. 
Nella campagna una strada sacra 
porta dall’abbazia di S.-Martin-
de-Boscherville 13  a quella di 
Jumièges 12 , gioiello dell’arte 
romanica. 

L’arte gotica è rappresentata 
dalla ca� edrale 1  più alta 

Arte di Francia e dalla sua facciata 
in pietra merlata, che solo la 
chiesa di S.-Maclou 3  riesce ad 
eguagliare, o ancora dall’interno 
luminoso della chiesa abbaziale 
di S.-Ouen 7 . Il Rinascimento 
non è da meno con il Gros-Hor-
loge 2  e il Bureau des Finances 
6 , la cui grazia è identica alle 

favolose vetrate del XVI secolo, 
presentate nella splendida cor-
nice della chiesa di S. Giovanna 
d’Arco 11 .

L’archite� ura contemporanea è 
presente lungo il fi ume con edifi ci 
importanti come la Torre degli 
archivi 41 , il Kindarena 43 , 
proge� ato da D. Perrault e Le 
108 44 , sede della Metropoli 
Rouen Normandie, le cui facciate 
multicolori hanno vinto l’American 
Architecture Prize. Il patrimonio 
le� erario può essere apprezzato 
in qua� ro luoghi. Flaubert nacque 
nell’a� uale Museo di Storia della 
Medicina 20  e scrisse i suoi testi 
più belli all’ombra del suo pavillon 
21  a Croisset. L’infanzia di Pierre 
Corneille si svolse nella sua casa 
natale a Rouen 22  e nella sua 
casa di campagna 23  a Petit-
Couronne. Questa infl uenza 
è arricchita dal terreno fertile 
della creazione contemporanea 
delle gallerie d’arte: FRAC 25 , 
Centre photographique Rouen 
Normandie 46 , SHED 27  e centro 
d’arte della Matmut 26  o durante 
i festival delle arti viventi.

razioni esemplari come l’o«  cina 
Blin & Blin, che ospita la Fabbrica 
della conoscenza 30  e il Cirque-
Théâtre (Circo-
teatro). Si può scoprire il cotone 
nella Corderia Vallois 31 , un vero 
e proprio museo vivente, con le 
sue macchine per la produzione 
di bobine di corda multicolore 
ancora oggi azionate dal movi-
mento della ruota idraulica.

Anche l’industria di Rouen è un 
patrimonio in a� ività, in parti-
colare con il suo porto, il primo 
nell’esportazione di cereali in Eu-
ropa, i cui enormi silos e l’a� ività 
delle gigantesche navi possono 
essere osservate dalla Senna 
durante le crociere guidate.

Una vera e propria porta d’acces-
so al porto, il ponte Flaubert 32 , 
è il più alto ponte sollevabile 
d’Europa, serve da sfondo alla 
scenografi a formata dall’allinea-
mento dei vecchi capannoni e 
dei mareografi  in ma� oni lungo 
il fi ume. Uno di questi capannoni 
ospita il Museo mari� imo fl uviale 
e portuario 33  che ripercorre 
la storia della navigazione sulla 
Senna e in mare.

Il se� ore scientifi co è messo 
in evidenza nell’Atrium 34  con 
esposizioni tematiche che 
evidenziano le scoperte scien-
tifi che, tecniche e industriali in 
Normandia.

Industria
Nel corso dell’avventura 
industriale
A partire dal XVI secolo gli scam-
bi commerciali, l’a� ività tessile e 
poi la manifa� ura della ceramica, 
da scoprire al Museo della Cera-
mica 16  o da vivere nella Galleria 
delle Arti del Fuoco 4 , sono al 
centro dello sviluppo della valle 
della Senna. Tornate indietro nel 
tempo, fi no alla rivoluzione in-
dustriale francese del XIX secolo, 
quando Rouen ed Elbeuf erano 
ci� à pioniere che hanno dato 
forma ai loro paesaggi urbani con 
ateliers, manifa� ure e fabbriche.

A� ività tessili, portuali, della cera-
mica e chimiche, tu� e le princi-
pali industrie sono state a� ra� e 
dalla posizione privilegiata della 
ci� à, tra la capitale e il mare, con 
la Senna come asse principale. 

Dietro al mulino S.-Gilles trove-
rete il museo industriale Expotec 
103 28  e la sua collezione unica 
di macchine a vapore, la sua fuci-
na e il suo laboratorio tipografi co. 
Il se� ore tessile si impone rapida-
mente come una realtà a Rouen 
e dintorni, con la fabbrica reale di 
coperte di lana di Luigi XIV a El-
beuf, che vedrà la sua espansione 
alla fi ne del XIX secolo. Elbeuf ha 
saputo conservare al meglio le 
testimonianze di questo passato, 
non così lontano, con ristru� u-

La Senna nella sua 
maestosità
Tu� i abbiamo in mente l’imma-
gine di una Normandia volu� uosa 
con i suoi meleti, le mucche e 
cesti guarniti. Questa Normandia 
naturale, generosa e verdeg-
giante è a portata di mano.

La Senna è uno dei fi umi più 
belli del mondo ed è insepara-
bile dalla vita di Rouen. Uno dei 
modi migliori per scoprire le rive 
del fi ume allo stato naturale è 
percorrerla in bicicle� a. La Seine 
a Vélo, un percorso ciclabile 
che collega Parigi alla Manche, 
a� raversa l’area metropolitana 
di Rouen per un centinaio di 
chilometri e 22 comuni. Che siate 
ciclisti esperti o amatori, il per-
corso è accessibile e segnalato e 
consente soste contemplative.

La valle della Senna è conosciuta 
anche per i suoi traghe� i che 
portano pedoni e veicoli da una 
sponda all’altra del fi ume. Un’altra 
particolarità di questo paesaggio 
fl uviale è la presenza di immense 
foreste demaniali. Ovunque ci si 
trovi a Rouen la foresta non è mai 
lontana. La capitale della Nor-
mandia è la prima area urbana in 
Francia con un nucleo boschivo. 
Tre delle sue imponenti foreste 
demaniali hanno o� enuto il mar-
chio nazionale «Forêt 

d’Exception»: la foresta di Rou-
mare di 4.000 e� ari, con i suoi 
cinghiali che fanno la gioia di 
grandi e piccini, la foresta Verte 
di 1.400 e� ari e quella di 
La Londe-Rouvray di 5.000 e� ari.

Per capire il paesaggio del 
territorio, salite in alto e scoprite 
i panorami più belli di Rouen e del 
Parc Régional Boucles de la Seine 
Normande. La côte S.-
Catherine 39  e Canteleu 40
o� rono viste panoramiche 
incredibili che perme� ono di 
comprendere la disposizione 
della ci� à tra Senna, pendii 
boschivi, falesie di gesso 
e massicci forestali.

Potrete approfi � are di una vista 
sulla valle della Senna dal castello 
di Robert le Diable 35 , dalla 
foresta di La Londe-Rouvray 
e dalla Roche Fouet d’Orival 36 . 
La côte S. Auct, sul lato 
di Elbeuf 37 , e le colline S.-
Adrien a Belbeuf garantiscono 
una vista suggestiva sul fi ume 
e sulle sue isole boscose.

A Duclair e Barneville-sur-Seine 
38  diversi punti panoramici 
mostrano la Strada della Fru� a 
e Jumièges e i suoi dintorni 
che dispongono di un centro 
ricreativo e di un’area balneabile. 
Il centro ricreativo di Bédanne, 
certifi cato École Française de 
Voile, delizia gli appassionati di 
sport acquatici. 

Natura

Panorama La Roche Fouet

Una gastronomia 
incoronata dall’UNESCO
Nella terra del sidro, del for-
maggio e delle capesante la 
generosità culinaria è una festa. 
Si celebra dal cestino al pia� o, 
dai fru� eti normanni fi no alle 
grandi tavole del mondo, poiché 
Rouen fa parte della rete Ci� à 
Creative dell’UNESCO in materia 
di gastronomia. Essa riconosce le 
sue azioni a favore di una gastro-
nomia di eccellenza che integra 
un’impostazione di sviluppo 
sostenibile.

A Rouen la gastronomia è in-
separabile dalla ricca presenza 
di monumenti storici. Gustare i 
prodo� i locali è come immergersi 
nella storia e nelle radici di Rouen.
Qui, con oltre 650 ristoranti, si 
coltiva la cultura della buona 
tavola. Gli chef di Rouen hanno 
saputo o� rire tu� a la freschezza 
della loro creatività alle preli-
batezze normanne. Tra questi, 
il Club des Toques riunisce i più 
grandi chef e artigiani di Rouen 
che si impegnano a trasme� ere e 
tutelare la ricchezza del patrimo-
nio gastronomico. 

Rouen celebra anche la gastrono-
mia ogni anno durante la gioiosa 
e familiare Fête du Ventre. 
Fra le specialità di Rouen, che 
deliziano i buongustai da molti 

secoli, c’è il sucre de Rouen 
(zucchero di Rouen), prodo� o 
con acqua, zucchero, caramello 
e aromi di mela e limone. 
Un laboratorio-bo� ega a Notre-
Dame-de-Bondeville, Les Confi -
seurs 42, perme� e di assistere 
alla sua produzione.

Anche l’anatra viene onorata con 
una presentazione della famosa 
rice� a del Canard à la Rouen-
naise, inventata da Frédéric Delair 
nel XIX secolo. Questo pia� o è 
ancora oggi la specialità indiscus-
sa di uno dei più prestigiosi risto-
ranti di Parigi: La Tour d’Argent.
Scoprite la generosità dei 
prodo� i locali nei numerosi 
mercati, incontrando i produt-
tori e le loro specialità. Quello di 
Place S.-Marc, particolarmente 
apprezzato dagli abitanti di 
Rouen, propone prodo� i locali e 
uno spazio dedicato al mercatino 
dell’usato.

Percorrete la Strada della Fru� a, 
situata in un’ansa della Senna 
e costellata da fru� eti colorati 
dove meli, peri e ciliegi godono 
di un microclima particolarmente 
favorevole. Avete la possibilità di 
acquistare la fru� a e di parlare 
dire� amente con i produ� ori. 
Un’esperienza autentica che si 
può fare in bicicle� a, su un circui-
to contrassegnato di 35 km.

Gastronomia

Museo della corderia Vallois

Scala dei librai. Ca­ edrale Notre-Dame di Rouen
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ossuary galleries for the victims
of the Great Plague. In 1431, 
Joan of Arc was burned at the 
stake on Rouen market square. 
Dating back to the era of Philip 
Augustus, the Dungeon 9  is the 
sole surviving remnant of Rouen’s 
castle. The Historial Jeanne d’Arc 
10  provides a deeper insight 
into the life of the heroic fi gure 
revered as a patron saint of an 
entire nation.

The splendor of the Parliament 
of Normandy 5 , led to 
parliamentarians taking up 
residence in numerous private 
mansions (16th to 18th 
centuries) such as the Hôtel 
de Bourgtheroulde 8 . 

In the 19th century, Rouen 
was at the forefront of the 
industrial revolution. The banks 
of the Seine became a leisure 
destination for tourists. Spinning 
mills, factories and residential 
suburbs built to accommodate 
the increasing working-class 
community shaped the area. 

Rouen su� ered widespread 
damage during WW II. Notable 
architectural projects of 
the «reconstruction» include 
the Archive Tower 41 . «La Maison 
Sublime» 5  is France’s oldest 
Jewish monument and sheds light 
on the local Jewish community’s 
history over the centuries. 

A history book 
in the open air
Welcome to Rotomagus, an 
ancient Gallo-Roman city of 
Rouen founded by the Romans on
the right bank of the river Seine.

In 911, Rouen became the capital 
of the Duchy of Normandy 
under the leadership of Viking 
chie� ain Rollo, the fi rst duke in 
a lineage that included William 
the Conqueror and Richard the 
Lionheart. The Immersive Viking 
City will bring to life the epic of 
Vikings 45 .

The city are do� ed with splendid 
religious edifi ces that serve 
as a testament to the area’s 
illustrious history, including 
cathedral 1  and abbeys such as 
St-Ouen Abbey 7 , St-Martin-
de-Boscherville Abbey 13  or 
Jumièges Abbey 12 . Famously 
described by Victor Hugo as the 
city of «a hundred spires», Rouen 
was one of the fi rst cities to be 
granted municipal privileges. 
Opposite the cathedral towers, 
a civic bell tower was built: the 
Gros-Horloge 2 . Despite its 
prosperity, Rouen experienced 
periods of famine, war, and 
plague. The Aître St-Maclou 4
is a distinctive structure that 
bears witness to the impact 
of the Black Death. It’s a medieval
cemeteries that features 

History 

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Museum of Fine Arts

Art Inspired by the Land
Rouen and the Seine Valley 
provided artists with endless 
creative inspiration. Some of the 
masterpieces produced by big 
names such as Monet, Pissarro 
and Gauguin are showcased 
at the Musée des Beaux-Arts 14 
in one of the largest collections 
of Impressionist art in France. 
Plenty of the museums and 
galleries are free to enter. The 
Antiquities 18  and Natural History 
17  Museum is housed in a 
former convent, while impressive 
ceramic 16  pieces are displayed 
in a 17th century mansion.

Fans of wrought iron will enjoy 
the Musée Le Secq des Tournelles, 
home to the largest collection of 
ancient ironwork in the world. The 
Musée de l’Éducation 15  o� ers 
the opportunity to journey back 
to schools. Art lovers can visit 
artists’ workshops throughout 
the Antiques Quarter. 
The Aître St-Maclou 19  houses 
the Galerie des Arts du Feu 
creative space. In the countryside, 
the Norman Abbeys Route links 
the Boscherville Abbey 13  to 
Jumièges Abbey 12 , both jewels 
of Roman art. 

The dominant architectural style 
of medieval buildings in Rouen 
is gothic. Fine examples include 

Arts masterpieces such as the Rouen 
Cathedral 1  and its lacy stone 
façade -France’s tallest cathedral- 
the St-Maclou Church 3  and 
St-Ouen Church 7  with its 
luminous interior. Renaissance 
design is also unmissable: 
the astronomical clock known as 
Le Gros Horloge 2 , the Bureau 
des Finances 6  rivaling with 
the beauty of the 16th century 
stained-glass windows of 
St-Jeanne-d’Arc Church 11 .

Modern architecture thrives 
along the Seine: the Tour 
des Archives 41 , the Kindarena 
43 , and Le 108 44 , the Rouen 
Metropils headquarters featuring 
the multi-coloured façade. The 
birthplace of Gustave Flaubert 
now houses the History Museum 
of Medecine 20 . In the hamlet 
of Croisset, the Flaubert Pavilion 
21  is where he composed the 
majority of his literary works. 
In Rouen, the Maison Pierre 
Corneille 22  is the birthplace 
of 17th century playwright. The 
country house in Petit-Couronne 
is now a museum devoted to 
the literary legend 23 . There 
is a wealth of artistic activities 
to pursue with contemporary 
art galleries, events bursting 
with creativity: FRAC 25 , 
Centre photographique Rouen 
Normandie 46 , SHED 27  and 
the Matmut art centre 26 , or 
during performing arts festivals.

Vallois» 31  rope museum 
provides an invaluable glimpse 
into the area’s co� on spinning 
and weaving history.
This immersive living museum 
showcases an impressive variety 
of machinery used to produce 
multicoloured ropes, are still 
powered by the movement of 
the paddle wheel.

The Port of Rouen is Europe’s 
leading cereal exporting port. 
Visitors who are eager to visit 
the bustling harbor and take 
a closer look at the colossal grain 
silos from the Seine River can join 
guided boat trips.

The Flaubert Bridge 32 , 
the tallest li�  bridge in Europe, 
provides a genuine entrance 
to the port. One of these old 
hangars houses the Maritime 
Museum of the River and Port 33 , 
providing visitors with 
a fascinating insight into 
the history of navigation on 
the Seine and the open sea.

The Atrium 34  hosts a range 
of thematic exhibitions that 
highlight the breakthroughs 
and innovations originating from 
Normandy.

Industry
A glorious industrial past
Steeped in history, built on 
maritime heritage and world 
trade infl uence, Rouen and the 
Seine Valley developed as a hub 
for textile and ceramics 16  from 
the 16th century, as showcased 
in the Ceramic Museum or at the 
Galerie des Arts du feu 4 . 
Take a journey back in time 
to the 19th century Industrial 
Revolution with the vestiges of 
former industrial workshops, that 
have shaped the landscapes 
of Rouen and Elbeuf. The mills 
and factories in the region were 
primarily focused on textiles. 
Rouen’s strategic location along 
the Seine, which served as the 
main thoroughfare between Paris 
and the Channel, facilitated the 
development of these industries.

Behind the mill of Saint-Gilles, the 
Expotec 103 Industrial Museum 
houses 28  a unique collection 
of steam engines, a forge and a 
typographic workshop. As a city 
situated on a navigable river, 
Rouen experienced the growth 
of the textile industry. Originally 
shaped by its success in cloth 
manufacturing, the town of 
Elbeuf has managed to preserve 
this industrial heritage: the 
Fabrique des savoirs 30  and the 
Cirque-Théâtre 29 . Meanwhile, 
in the Cailly valley, the «Corderie 

Along the majestic 
River Seine
The idyllic image of a bountiful 
Normandy with its fl ourishing 
apple orchards, grazing cows, 
and traditional picnic baskets 
is deeply ingrained in our minds.

The Seine is a captivating 
natural wonder that is deeply 
intertwined with the daily life 
of Rouen. The Seine à Vélo, 
a designated bicycle route that 
connects Paris to the English 
Channel, traverses Rouen’s 
greater metropolitan area 
for over a hundred kilometers. 
The route is clearly marked 
and easy to ride, o� ering plenty 
of opportunities to stop along 
the way. 

The Seine Valley is famous for 
its ferries, o� ering transportation 
for both pedestrians and vehicles 
to cross the river. The region 
also boasts vast state-owned 
forests, which are a distinctive 
feature of the river landscape. 
No ma� er where you are in 
Rouen, the forest is never too far 
away. With 25,000 hectares of 
green spaces, Rouen is the most 
wooded urban area in France. 
Three of its state-owned forests 
have been awarded the national 
label «Forêt d’Exception» : 
the Roumare forest, the Green 

forest, and La Londe-Rouvray 
forest.

For a more comprehensive 
overall picture of the landscapes, 
ascend to higher ground to 
contemplate awe-inspiring views 
of Rouen and the Boucles de 
la Seine Normande Regional Park. 
The heights of the Côte 
Ste-Catherine 39  and Canteleu 
40  both o� er sweeping 
panoramas of the city nestled 
between the Seine, verdant 
hillsides, chalk cli� s and dense 
wooded areas.

From a vantage point, landscape 
lovers can admire the stunning 
Seine valley panorama, from the 
castle of Robert the Devil 35
to the forest of La Londe-
Rouvray and the Roche Fouet in 
Orival 36 . The côte St Auct on 
the Elbeuf side 37  and the St-
Adrien hillsides in Belbeuf o� er 
striking views of the river and of 
its wooded islands. 

In Duclair and Barneville-sur-
Seine 38 , several lookout points 
provide picturesque views 
of the Fruit Route, Jumièges 
and its surroundings. Located in 
the southern part of Normandy’s 
capital, the Bédanne leisure 
center is a hub for water sports 
enthusiasts. The perfect 
destination for those seeking 
a thrilling experience! 

Nature

Panorama of La Roche Fouet

A food culture regognized 
by UNESCO
Set o�  on a culinary adventure 
in the land of cider, cheese, 
and scallops and discover 
a true foodie paradise. From farm 
to plate, from the orchards of 
Normandy to the fi nest tables 
worldwide, Rouen is recognized 
for its outstanding cuisine. 
The city is awarded with the 
“UNESCO City of Gastronomy” 
distinction for promoting culinary 
excellence and traditions while 
focusing on sustainability, 
organic farming and a healthy 
eating culture.

Gastronomy gives a deeper and 
more meaningful understanding 
of Rouen, as it connects people 
to a place, to a way of life. 
With over 650 restaurants, Rouen 
is a foodie destination: the food 
and drink scene is bursting, with 
Chefs bringing together Norman 
traditions and innovation to 
create a gastronomic delight. 
The Club des Toques unites 
Rouen’s fi nest chefs and artisans 
with a common goal to preserve 
the city’s culinary heritage and 
transmit it to future generations. 

Every year, Rouen hosts the Fête 
du Ventre (Feast of the belly): a 
festive, food festival celebrating 
Normandy’s gastronomic 

heritage. A typical Rouen 
confectionery is apple sugar, 
made in an artisanal way. 
Apple sugar is freshly prepared 
in full view of customers at 
Les Confi seurs 42, a workshop-
boutique in Notre-Dame-de-
Bondeville. 

“Duck à la Rouennaise” is 
a traditional specialty of Rouen 
and the Seine Valley invented and 
popularised in the 19th century 
by Chef Frédéric Delair who was 
head chef at the prestigious 
Parisian restaurant La Tour 
d’Argent where it became a 
signature dish… and still is today! 

Experience the bounty of local 
products and meet the 
producers at vibrant markets 
sca� ered throughout the region. 
The Place St-Marc market is 
defi nitely worth a visit, as it 
presents an selection of regional 
delicacies and even a fl ea market.

For a truly immersive adventure, 
embark on the Fruit Route: 
a 35 km scenic circuit that 
winds along the Seine River and 
showcases stunning orchards 
fi lled with apples, pears, and 
cherries that thrive in the area’s 
unique microclimate. Savour 
the opportunity to purchase 
these, seasonal fruits straight 
from the producers.

Gastronomy

Corderie Vallois Museum
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Valid from 01/06/2024 to 31/05/2025
(1) Instant discount for all new membership to our in-store loyalty program 
on all brands except red point brands, only in Printemps Rouen store.
(2) For non-European Union residents presenting their passport (see 
conditions in store). *Everything begins at Printemps **My fi rst crush

WELCOME OFFER

STORE DISCOUNT -5%
(1)

TAX REFUND -12%
(2)
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Escalera de los libreros. Catedral Notre-Dame de Rouen

uno de los pocos cementerios 
rodeados de galerías en las que 
se conservan los huesos. En 1431, 
Juana de Arco fue quemada viva 
en la hoguera en la plaza del Viejo 
Mercado. La Torre del Homenaje 
9 , único vestigio de Philippe 

Auguste, es un testimonio junto 
con el Museo de Juana de Arco 
10  que permite sumergirse en 
la epopeya de esta heroína.

En esta misma época, se cons-
truye en Rouen el majestuoso 
Parlamento de Normandía 5 . 
Esta construcción va a conllevar 
la edifi cación de palacetes entre 
los siglos XVI y XVIII, como 
el Hôtel de Bourgtheroulde 8 , 
en los que se van a instalar 
los parlamentarios.  

En el siglo XIX, Rouen conoce 
la revolución industrial. La activi-
dad portuaria se intensifi ca 
mientras llega el ferrocarril que 
va a permitir convertirse en 
un destino vacacional. Hilaturas 
y barrios obreros van a rediseñar 
el territorio como en Elbeuf.

Sin embargo, la Segunda guerra 
mundial daña al territorio. 
La reconstrucción ve alzarse la 
Torre de los Archivos 41  en 1976, 
durante la restauración del 
Palacio de Justicia, se descubre 
la Maison Sublime 5 , el 
monumento judío más antiguo 
de Francia. La ciudad está 
clasifi cada como Ciudad y País 
de Arte e Historia para proteger 
los edifi cios excepcionales.

Un libro de historia 
al aire libre
¡Bienvenido a Rotomagus! La 
antigua ciudad galorromana de 
Rouen fue fundada por los roma-
nos en la orilla derecha del río. 

Durante la Edad Media, en 911, 
Rouen se convierte en la capital 
del ducado de Normandía, diri-
gido por el jefe vikingo Rollon, 
primer duque de un linaje al que 
pertenecían Guillermo el Conquis-
tador y Ricardo Corazón de León. 
La inmersiva ciudad de Vichinga 
le invita a vivir su epopeya 45 .

Además del poder político, el 
poder religioso marca el territorio 
con la catedral 1  y sus potentes 
abadías como la abadía de 
St-Ouen 7 , la abadía de 
St-Martin-de-Boscherville 13
o la abadía de Jumièges 12 , las 
cuales se esforzaron mucho para 
exhibir su magnifi cencia. Rouen, 
apodada por Víctor Hugo como 
«la ciudad de los cien campana-
rios», forma parte de las últimas 
ciudades que consiguió privile-
gios comunales. Frente a las 
torres de la catedral, una torre 
de vigía civil se alza en su 
edifi cio nuevo: el Gran Reloj 2 . 
Esta grandeza no impidió los 
periodos de hambruna, de guerra 
y de peste que golpearon 
fuertemente la ciudad, hoy en 
día Rouen conserva una huella 
insólita: el osario St-Maclou 4 , 

Historia

Claude Monet, La Cathédrale de Rouen. 
Le portail et la tour d’Albane. Temps gris, 1893– 94. 
Rouen, Museo de Bellas Artes

Una tierra de inspiración
Los pintores encontraron en 
Rouen una fuente de inspiración 
inagotable cuyas obras maestras 
impresionistas se pueden ver 
en el Museo de Bellas Artes 14 . 
Rouen posee una gama de 
museos gratuitos que cautivan 
a cualquier amante del arte. 
El museo de Antigüedades 18
y de Historia Natural 17  se en-
cuentran en un antiguo convento, 
mientras que impresionantes 
objetos de cerámica 16  están 
expuestos en un palacete del 
siglo XVII.

Los afi cionados a los objetos 
forjados encontrarán en el Museo 
Le Secq des Tournelles 15
la mayor colección de herrería 
del mundo y los nostálgicos 
de la escuela se podrán acercar 
al Museo de la Educación 19 . 
La artesanía y la cerámica están 
presentes en el barrio de los 
Anticuarios y el osario St-Maclou 
4  que alberga la galería de las 

Artes del fuego. En los alrede-
dores de la ciudad y ya en el 
campo, una ruta sagrada une la 
abadía de St-Martin-de-Boscher-
ville 13  a la de Jumièges 12 , una 
joya del arte románico. 

El arte gótico destaca en la 
catedral 1  más alta de Francia 
y su fachada de encaje de piedra 

Artes a la que solo se puede comparar 
la de la iglesia St-Maclou 3 , 
o el interior resplandeciente del 
edifi cio principal de la abadía 
St-Ouen 7 . El Renacimiento 
destaca en el Gran Reloj 2  y el 
Bureau des Finances 6  Ofi cina 
de Finanzas cuyo encanto se ase-
meja al de las fabulosas vidrieras 
del siglo XVI de la sorprendente 
iglesia Santa Juana de Arco 11 .

La arquitectura contemporánea 
está presente a lo largo del río 
Sena con obras emblemáticas 
como la Torre de los Archivos 41 ,  
Le Kindarena 43  concebido por 
D. Perrault y Le 108 44 , sede de 
la Metrópolis, cuyas fachadas 
multicolores ganaron el American 
Architecture Prize. 

El patrimonio literario se aprecia 
en cuatro lugares. Gustave 
Flaubert nació en el actual Museo 
de Historia de la Medicina 20  y 
escribió sus más bellos textos a 
la sombra de su casa 21
en Croisset. La infancia de Pierre 
Corneille se desarrrolla en su casa 
natal de Rouen 22  y en su casa 
de campo 23  en Petit-Couronne. 
A estos lugares se suma el vivero 
de creación contemporáneo 
de las galerías de arte: FRAC 25 , 
Centre photographique Rouen 
Normandie 46 , SHED 27  y el 
centro de arte de la Matmut 26
o durante los festivales de las 
Artes vivas.

Elbeuf consiguió conservar mejor 
los vestigios de este pasado no 
muy lejano con rehabilitaciones 
ejemplares como la fábrica Blin & 
Blin que alberga la Fábrica de los 
Saberes 30  y el Circo-Teatro 29 . 
El algodón se descubre en 
la Cordelería Vallois 31 , auténtico 
museo vivo con sus máquinas 
de producción de bobinas 
de cuerdas de todos los colores, 
aún accionadas en la actualidad 
gracias al movimiento de 
la rueda hidráulica.

La industria en Rouen también es 
un patrimonio activo, por ejemplo 
en el puerto, pionero en la expor-
tación cerealera de Europa, 
cuyos enormes silos y la actividad 
de inmensos navíos se pueden 
observar desde el río Sena 
durante los cruceros comentados. 

Auténtica puerta de entrada del 
puerto, el puente Flaubert 32 , 
el puente de elevación vertical 
más alto de Europa, sirve de telón 
de fondo al decorado compuesto 
por los alineamientos de las 
antiguas naves y los mareógrafos 
de ladrillo que bordean el río. Una 
de estas naves alberga el Museo 
Marítimo Fluvial y Portuario 33
que presenta toda la epopeya 
de la navegación por el río Sena 
y el mar.

En el Atrium 34  , destacan 
los descubrimientos científi cos 
e industriales normandos. 

Industria
A lo largo de la aventura 
industrial
A partir del siglo XVI, los inter-
cambios comerciales, la actividad 
textil y la posterior fabricación de 
cerámica 16 , que se puede des-
cubrir en el Museo de la Cerámica 
o experimentar en la galería de 
las Artes del fuego 4 , están en 
el corazón del desarrollo del valle 
del río Sena. Viaja en el tiempo 
hasta la revolución industrial 
francesa del siglo XIX, en Rouen y 
en Elbeuf, dos ciudades pioneras 
con los talleres, manufacturas y 
fábricas que modelaron los paisa-
jes urbanos. 

Actividades textiles, portuarias, 
relacionadas con la cerámica 
o bien con la química, todos los 
grandes sectores fueron atraídos 
por la ubicación privilegiada de 
la ciudad entre capital y mar con 
el río Sena como eje principal.

Detrás del molino St-Gilles, 
descubrirás el museo industrial 
Expotec 103 28  y su colección 
única de máquinas de vapor, 
su fragua y su taller tipográfi co. 
El textil se impone rápidamente 
como actividad principal en 
Rouen y sus alrededores, así 
como en Elbeuf, la manufactura 
real de las sábanas de lana de 
Luís XIV, que se extenderá a 
fi nales del siglo XIX. El pueblo de 

El majestuoso río Sena 
A menudo las postales de 
Normandía representan sus 
manzanos, sus vacas y sus 
cestas de productos locales. 
Esta imagen natural, generosa 
y verde está al alcance de todos.  

El río Sena es uno de los más bel-
los ríos del mundo y forma parte 
del día a día de los habitantes de 
Rouen. El recorrido en bici es uno 
de los mejores medios para des-
cubrir las orillas del río. El itine-
rario para bicis La Seine à Vélo, 
une París y el canal de la Mancha, 
atraviesa Rouen y sus alrede-
dores, unos cien kilómetros y 
22 pueblos. Tanto para los ciclistas 
expertos como los principiantes, 
la ruta es accesible, está señalada 
y permite agradables paradas 
para disfrutar del paisaje.

El valle del río Sena es también 
conocido por sus trasbordadores 
que permiten a los vehículos y a 
los peatones cruzar de una orilla 
a otra del río. Otra peculiaridad 
de este paisaje fl uvial es la im-
plantación de inmensos bosques 
estatales. Desde cualquier punto 
de la ciudad, el bosque no está 
muy lejos. La capital normanda 
es la primera área metropolitana 
de Francia con bosque profundo. 
Tres de sus grandes bosques 
estatales detienen la denomina-

ción nacional Forêt d’Exception 
(bosque excepcional): el bosque 
de Roumare con sus jabalíes que 
encantan a pequeños y mayores, 
el bosque Verde y el de La 
Londe-Rouvray.

Para entender el paisaje del 
territorio lo mejor es tomar 
altura para descubrir los más 
bellos panoramas de Rouen y del 
Parque regional de los meandros 
del Sena normando. La cuesta 
Ste-Catherine 39  et Canteleu 
40  ofrece las mejores vistas para 
entender la implantación de 
la ciudad entre el río Sena, las 
laderas frondosas, los acantilados 
de tiza y los enormes bosques. 

Disfruta de unas vistas increíbles 
del valle del río Sena, desde el 
castillo de Robert le Diable 35
hasta el bosque de la Londe-
Rouvray, pasando por la Roche 
Fouet en Orival 36 . La cuesta St 
Auct, cerca de Elbeuf 37 , 
y las laderas St-Adrien en Belbeuf 
ofrecen un espectáculo impresio-
nante de los meandros 
y las islas del río. 

En Duclair y en Barneville-sur-
Seine 38 , varios miradores 
desvelan la Ruta de las frutas, 
Jumièges y sus alrededores, que 
disponen de una base de ocio 
y de una zona de baño. En el sur, 
se encuentra la base de ocio de 
Bédanne que acoge a los apasio-
nados de deportes náuticos. 

Naturaleza

Panorama La Roche Fouet

Una gastronomía 
premiada por la UNESCO
En la tierra de la sidra, del queso 
y de las vieiras, la generosidad 
culinaria está de fi esta. Se cele-
bra desde la cesta hasta el plato, 
desde los vergeles normandos 
hasta los grandes restaurantes 
del mundo puesto que Rouen 
forma parte de la red de Ciu-
dades Creativas de la UNESCO a 
nivel de gastronomía reconocien-
do sus acciones para favorecer 
una gastronomía de excelencia 
que integra un compromiso de 
desarrollo sostenible.  

Probar los productos de la tierra, 
es sumergirse en la Historia y 
las raíces de Rouen. Con más 
de 650 restaurantes, se cultiva 
la cultura del buen comer, en 
la que los chefs de Rouen han 
sabido aportar a las delicias 
normandas todo el frescor de su 
creatividad. Entre ellos, el Club 
des Toques reúne a los mayores 
chefs y artesanos de Rouen que 
se comprometen a transmitir 
y a proteger la riqueza del 
patrimonio gastronómico.

Rouen celebra también la 
gastronomía cada año durante 
la Fête du Ventre (fi esta del 
vientre), una fi esta alegre 
y familiar. Dentro de las 
especialidades de la ciudad 

que deleitan los paladares desde 
hace siglos, está el caramelo 
de Rouen. Compuesto de agua, 
azúcar, caramelo, esencia de 
manzana y limón. Un taller-
boutique en Notre-Dame-de-
Bondeville, Les Confi seurs 42, 
se encarga de la elaboración.

Destaca también el pato a través 
de la famosa receta del Pato 
al estilo de Rouen, inventado 
por Frédéric Delair en el siglo XIX. 
Este plato sigue siendo el plato 
preferido de uno de los 
restaurantes más prestigiosos de 
París: La Tour d’Argent. Descubre 
los generosos productos locales 
en los numerosos mercados, para 
conocer a los productores y sus 
especialidades. El de la plaza St-
Marc, particularmente apreciado 
por los habitantes propone 
productos locales y un espacio 
de ventas de segunda mano. 

Sigue la Ruta de las frutas, 
situada en los meandros del 
río Sena y jalonada entre los 
vergeles coloridos en los que 
los manzanos, perales y cerezos 
disfrutan de un microclima 
particularmente propicio. Tendrás 
la oportunidad de comprar frutas 
directamente en casa de los 
productores. Una experiencia 
auténtica que puedes vivir 
a través de un paseo en bici 
recorriendo el circuito señalizado 
de 35 km.

Gastronomía

Museo de la Cordelería Vallois
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DAY 1 
ARRIVAL AND CHECK-IN AT YOUR 
HOTEL

ROUEN MEDIEVAL AND THE SPIRIT  
OF JOAN OF ARC
The medieval visit of Rouen transports visitors to a 
bygone era with his historic architecture, charming 
streets, and rich cultural heritage. Explore the past 
in this enchanting Norman city. The spirit of the 
iconic Joan of Arc lives on in Rouen and her legacy 
can still be seen through key landmarks: Joan of Arc 
Tower, the former dungeon where she was locked up 
during her trial, the archbishop’s palace, the Place du 
Vieux-Marché where she was burned at the stake for 
heresy on 30th May. Follow in her footsteps exploring 
the city center and visit the Historial Jeanne d’Arc, 
her trial site turned into an immersive and interactive 
museum to learn about her heroic life and how a 
young girl changed the destiny of a whole country.
Time for a tasting lunch in one of the many 
restaurants proposing local products.

ROUEN VIEWED BY MONET, PISSARRO AND CIE
A land of inspiration and experimentation, Rouen 
has attracted many artists in search of new motifs. 
Monet transformed the Cathedral into an artistic 
icon, Pissarro was fascinated by rampant industry, 
while Gauguin turned to nature and his family. Follow 
in their footsteps and discover Rouen through 
their paintings before admiring the impressionist 
masterpieces at the Museum of Fine Arts, the 
largest collection after Paris.

An inspiring day 
proposed by Rouen 
expert Yannick

7.00 PM CHEESE AND WINE TASTING
Indulge in a cheese and wine tasting at a typical 
tavern in Rouen’s history center, accompanied by 
a passionate cheese monger. Discover the best 
cheeses from Normandy and beyond, with historical 
anecdotes and gustatory pairings to awaken your 
taste buds! Taste five cheeses with the best breads 
and drinks and take notes in a provided booklet. Up 
to 8 participants can enjoy the convivial atmosphere 
of the restaurant’s room and heated terrace.

VIEW ON THE CITY WHERE THE LIGHTS NEVER 
STOPS CHANGING
Let’s go and admire the sunset on Sainte Catherine 
hill, offering a stunning view of Rouen. This 
captivating and romantic panorama has inspired 
Claude Monet, who painted his General view Of 
Rouen here. You can admire this masterpiece at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. Why not with a glass of cider?

MARVEL AT THE “CATHEDRAL OF LIGHT” SHOW
Throughout summer, at dusk, illuminations are 
projected onto the stunning architectural features 
of Rouen’s Notre-Dame Cathedral in a mesmerizing 
sound and light show, offering visitors a fantastical 
experience of the cathedral in a magnificent way of 
blending art and heritage.
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DAY 2
Meet in the lobby of the hotel and departure for 
Jumièges, the “Gem of the Seine Valley”

ROUEN MEDIEVAL AND THE SPIRIT OF JOAN OF 
ARC JUMIÈGES ABBEY AND ITS GARDENS
The Abbaye de Jumièges is one of Normandy’s most 
evocative medieval relics. With its two towers rising 
towards the sky and its open-air nave, the majestic 
Notre-Dame church is a fine example of Norman 
Romanesque architecture. Referred to as  
“the most beautiful ruins in France” by Victor Hugo, 
the remains are surrounded by a 15-hectare  
English-style park impregnated with romanticism.

LUNCH AT L’AUBERGE DES RUINES AND FRUIT 
PICKING
At the end of our visit the chef, Christophe Mauduit, 
joins us. He is a culinary reference in wild plant-
based cuisine shares his best-kept cooking secrets 
over lunch and takes visitors on a fruit picking walk 
around the estate.

ELECTRIC BIKE TOUR ON THE FRUIT ROUTE
The scenic “Route des Fruits” winds through 60km 
of picturesque orchards showcasing the abundance 
of fruit farms benefiting from a favourable 
microclimate, the presence of the river, low rain 
and the shelter from cold winds provided by the 
surrounding white chalk cliffs.

DELVE INTO ROUEN INDUSTRIAL PAST
Travel back to the 19th century with a visit to the 
Corderie Vallois in the Cailly valley, a rope factory 
featuring an original hydraulic spinning mill and 
machinery still operating today. This museum is a 
treat for all senses! A few steps away, pop into the 
workshop and boutique of “Les Confiseurs” located 
in a former industrial site to discover how the 
famous local candy “apple sugar” is made!

End of the discovery of our territory and his 
5 heritages: history, art, nature, industry and 
gastronomy.

This escapade tempts you 
and you want to know 
more about it, contact us:
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Ask for your 
Rouen pass

Discovering the city of Rouen and its Seine Valley at 
your own pace and enjoying numerous experiences 
according to your tastes and desires is the promise of 
the Rouen PASS. The Rouen PASS offers the possibility 
to explore the richness of the territory, including site 
visits, gastronomic experiences, and accommodations, 
while using public transportation during your stay.

Rouen Tourisme has thus brought together its member 
and institutional tourism partners by creating this new 
tool for discovering the destination. The shared objec-
tive of this PASS focuses on the tourist experience 
and the use of soft mobility options by systematically 
including the public transport offer of the Metropoli-
tan Network.

In order to encourage longer stays in the Metropolitan 
area, discount offers are available in 11 hotels with 
-20% on the 2nd night and -50% on the 3rd night.

The 3 all-inclusive formulas, which aim to extend the 
length of tourists’ stays, will be available to discover 
the Rouen metropolis:
• 24 hours at €25
• 48 hours at €37
• 72 hours at €45

The included visits and activities offered to Rouen 
Pass holders:
• The Rouen in Your Ears audio guide.
• Tourist rally.
• The Historial Jeanne d’Arc.
• The Aître Saint-Maclou Audio guide.
• The confectioners, immersion in the laboratory + 
offered apple sugar and tasting platter.
• The Little Train.
• The Gros Horloge (Great Clock).
• Permanent and temporary exhibitions of museums.

Discounts will also be granted upon presentation of 
the Rouen Pass:
• Discount Donjon Escape Game.
• Discount Guided tour of Maison Sublime.
• Discount Explore Game Château Robert le Diable.
• A Sunday cruise from Rouen to La Bouille.
• The boat tour of the port.

Developed by Otipass, the e-card of the PASS is on 
sale on the website visiterouen.com and can be 
downloaded directly to the ROUEN PASS mobile 
application, available and accessible on iPhone and 
Android.

24 h I 48 h I 72 h
PASS

ROUEN
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Contact us today
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Imagine your clients marvelling at the Gothic
splendour of Rouen Cathedral, savouring exquisite
Norman cuisine, and walking in the footsteps of
Joan of Arc. From its easily accessible port to its
proximity to Paris, Rouen offers unparalleled value
for cruise passengers.

Act now to unlock the potential of this 
extraordinary destination:
• Contact us today to arrange your personalized
experience
• Immerse yourself in Rouen’s unique offerings,
from world-class museums to gourmet experiences
• Witness firsthand the warm hospitality and
seamless logistics that make Rouen a cruise industry
favourite
• By writing about the territory of Rouen,   
you’re not just offering a destination – you’re 
providing an unforgettable journey through history, 
culture, and French charm. Your readers will rave 
about their experiences.

Don’t let this opportunity pass by. Together we’ll 
craft extraordinary experiences that will keep your 
readers planning Rouen to experience.

ROUEN TOURISM PRESS
Yannick Bugeon (Mrs.)
Rouen Tourisme
CS 30666
76008 ROUEN Cedex 1 – France
F - +33 2 32 08 36 57
M- +33 6 03 34 41 32
y.bugeon@rouentourisme.com
visiterouen.com
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